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ALAN DAVIDSON 
RETIRES 


GIVE YOURS. -F 
A SPORTING CHANCE 


tet 


Alan Davidson with Lisa Campbell (Badminton), Glenn Singleton (Kayak) encouraging people to ‘Warm-up to Exercise’. 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


lan Dayidson, one of Australia’s finest ever 
players, has hung up his boots. 

A terrific ambassador for the game. he retired offi- 
cially last week. “It wasn't a really hard decision to 
make,” said Davidson, 

“Really, the decision was building up with so many 
contributing factors. I've had a great run at the end of 
the day, I've travelled the world playing and I've got 
ho regrets.” 

Injuries and family and business were all reasons 
for Dayidson, 37, giving up the game he has played at 
senior level for 21 years. 

He has battled against lower back pain this season, 
which has taken a toll on his hamstrings. 


As well as this Davidson has rarely seen Jason, his 
six-year-old son, play or train 

“With all the training, playing as well as work, I 
didn’t have much time for anything else, Especially 
the family, that was something that was alw: 
weighing on my mind.” 

Starting at Altona City, he then went to South 
Melbourne to play in the National League (where he 
was called the “Aussie Maradona’) before going to 
play in England with Nottingham Forest. 

After playing under the legendary Brian Clough at 
Forest, Davidson returned to Melbourne where he 
played for the Knights. 

Malaysia was tis next destination and with Pahang 
he won the Malaysia Cup, FA Cup and Charity 
Shield. 

However playing for the Socceroos. says 


Davidson, was his greatest honour. 

“Being a sportsman who is lucky enough to repre- 
sent their country, the proudest moment is heari 
‘your national anthem. I was very proud to play for my 
country. 

‘The legendary player has just finished his coaching 
accreditation, but is in no Hurry to get back into the 
game, not yet anyway. 

“Till enjoy a bit of freedom, but down the track I 
don't know what will transpire. 

“A break from the game will do me good and then 
Tl get my hunger back and want to get involved 
somewhere,” he concluded. 

Congratulations to Alan Davidson on such a fan- 
tastic career and ABSW wishes him the very best for 
the future, no matter where it may lead him. Thanks 
for the memories Davo, you were one of the best. 
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ALAN DAVIDSON 
FACT FILE 


Born: 1/6/60 
Clubs: Altona City, South Melbourne, 
Nottingham Forest, Melbourne Knights, Pahang 
(Malaysia), Collingwood Warriors. 
Internationals: 76 appearances (50 full), 3 goals 
Debut: 1980 v Czechoslovakia 
Last game: 1991 v Czechoslovakia 


(Alan Davidson and Paul Wade are involved in the 
Arthritis Victoria Campaign. 
For further information ring: (03) 9530 0255) 


INSIDE THIS ISSUE: ALL THE LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL NEWS, PLUS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE’S YOUNG GUNS & PLENTY MORE ... 


M people involved with soccer 
in Australia don’t receive the 
recognition they deserve, never get 
the accolades that, over many years, 
they earn the right to receive. 

One man, one quiet man, deserves to 
be mentioned and applauded for his 
efforts, not just for soccer but for sport 
in general throughout his region. 

This gentleman has served the 
Illawarra region for forty years and 
many outside the area would 
know the name of Phil 
Murphy through his 
association with 
ABSW. 

Phil began his 
career with the 
Illawarra Mercury 
newspaper and, as his 
latest boss points out, “he 
has never been a problem 
and is a model professional”. 

During the half-time break at the 
Wolves v Souths match last weekend, 
Phil was dutifully trundled out onto the 
pitch and presented with an 
autographed Wolves shirt and an 
Everton shirt, which will be 
autographed for him. 

As a humble man, all Phil could do 
was to ask the 7,000 plus crowd to get 
behind the home side for the second- 
half. 

‘That epitomises Phil Murphy, never 


“INSIDE THIS 15SU 


one to think of himself or put himself 
first, it mattered to him that 
Wollongong City came on strong in the 
second 45 minutes of the game rather 
than deflect attention toward himself. 

As the entourage left the playing 
surface to Mr Murphy’s favourite tune 
— YMCA by the Village People — 
you could see what an emotional 
moment it had been for the man, and 

how proud of the Wolves he is. 

Affectionately know as 
ig Ears’, it isn’t the only 
thing that is big about 
Phil Murphy. He has a 
heart to match and all 
of it belongs to the 
Illawarra area, the 
blue side of a city 
some 12,000 miles 
away but, most of all, the 
largest portion is reserved 
for his beloved Wolves. 

A quiet man, a gentleman and a 
wonderful human being, Phil Murphy 
is to be congratulated by anyone who 
follows the game. 

ABSW is proud to have Phil Murphy 
on board and we hope he remains with 
us for many, many years to come, 

Enjoy your moment Phil, you've 
eared it. 

Well played. 


Micky Brock 


uch to our 
astonishment, we 
learnt last week 


that New Zealand has lost 
the hosting rights to the 
World Under-17 
Championships in 1999. 
The Kiwis had scheduled 
the tournament for February 
next year. FIFA wanted it 
moved to October, but 
because that would clash with 
the America's Cup, with 
which New Zealand has a 
national obsession, the Kiwis 
refused. So they lost it. 
Australia should step in to 
fill the void. We have hosted 
two World Under-20 titles and 
have been much admired by 
FIFA for it. We have the 
stadiums and the 
infrastructure. A 16 team 
tournament, the Under-17s 
would be a perfect rehearsal 
vehicle for the Olympic 
Football tournament. 

And there would be other 


Aust 
serious 


My sout 


be put 


benefits. As we attempt to 
shore up the damage of World 
Cup elimination last _ have it. 
November, soccer, goodness hoping 


knows, needs all measures'it 
can get to regain its profile. 
And, playing at home, we 
could feasibly win the damn 
thing! And it is high time our 
youth teams, so loudly praised 
for years, actually won 
something. 


cultured, 


having won 


ralia, which showed 
interest in holding it, 


Arok. Culina is an intelligent, 
academically 
proficient and adaptive coach. 
He is a man who pays 
attention to how the game is 
played and has been coached 
worldwide, and is a man with 
an absorptive mind. 

And he has a yen for 
attractive football. Anyone 
who watched how his Sydney 
United served up its football 
last season will vouch for that, 
It really was the prettiest 
football seen in the national 
league for many a long year. 
He will serve Olympic well if 
he and the head strong Arok 
can hit it off together. 

But where does that leave 
Canberra, whom Culina left 
Jast week, and that mysterious 
move of his to the capital last 
year? At the time Culina 
could have named the club of 
his choice. Riding high on 
the minor 
premiership last season, he 
was much in demand. 

He went to Canberra 
which, with respect, was not 
famous for big ambition. 
There were rumours about 
about the real reasons behind 
the move. That he was being 
groomed by Soccer Australia, 
that there was some sort of 
carrot there, linked to the 
Australian Institute of Sport 
program and representative 
coaching. At the time of 
accepting the appointment, 


Les Scheinflug at the World 
Youth Championships in 
Malaysia. The rumours looked 
strong, Now this, Culina has 
returned full-time to dedicate 
himself to club coaching. The 
deal, if there was a deal, has 
fallen apart. Culina, for the 
moment, has been Jost to 
national coaching. 
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Internationally, football 
news last week was 
dominated by the row over 
World Cup tickets, 
specifically the accusation 
that host nation France had 
released a bagatelle volume of 
tickets to foreign fans. 
England, for one, was furious, 
They were allocated as few as 
3,000 tickets to some games 
involving England, 

The retort from Michel 
Platini, co-president of the 
fournament’s organising 
committee, was that this is 
France’s World Cup. 

‘As a Francophile and an 
admirer of most things 
French, I was stunned by 
Platini’s stance. His line was 
embarrassingly vindicating 
the silly myth that to be 
French is to be arrogant, 

Someone in football should 
remind Platini that the World 
Cup does not belong to 
France. Actually it belongs to 
the world, 


Culina was drafted in to assist 


is not. The reason is money. 


irces also tell me that 


an eight figure sum needs to 


up to host the event, 


‘That is in the tens of millions. 
And Australia just doesn’t 


. Now Australia is 
to host the 


Confederations Cup in 2001. 
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So it appears Branko 
Culina will become coach of 
Sydney Olympic. A wise 
choice, I believe, by the clubs 


nical supremo Frank 


bial / 
ey 


Branko Culina 
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reakers’ new recruit Reece 


Tollenaere has made a big impact 
in the Newcastle line-up over the last 
couple of weeks. The former Brisbane 
player has lifted the side since arriving 
and has been outstanding in his four 
appearances for the club. 

Tt was revealed last week that former 
Brisbane coach Frank Farina has the first 
option on the young striker for next 
season: “I have watched a few of his 
games and I have been impressed,” 
Farina said. 

Tollenaere is on loan to Newcastle 
until the end of 1997-98 Ericsson Cup 
season. 
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‘orthern NSW Soccer Federation 

Development Officers, Bruce 
Traley and current Matildas squad 
member Tracie McGovern will visit 
schools in Port Macquarie this week. 

‘The main purpose of the visit is to get 
the message across to the youth of Port 
Macquarie District. 

The schools development program 
includes soccer skills, personal fitness, 
nutrition and the reinforcement of the 
need to be involved in sport. 

Australian Women’s Soccer is 
growing very quickly and now includes a 
career path for elite athletes assisted by 
the Northern NSWSF, in conjunction 
with the National Sports Training 
Scheme. 

McGovern, who originally come from 
Wauchope, started playing soccer in 1983 
for the Wauchope Juniors — she made 
her international debut for Australia at 
Lismore last year against Atlanta 
Olympic silver medallists China. 
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NNSW News continued on page 5. 


NEws 
FLASH 


FOSTER FOR 
SUNDERLAND 


By Stuart Jones 


Australia’s star midfielder Craig 
Foster is set to beat the March 24 
deadline for transfers in the UK by 
signing with high-flying Division One 
side Sunderland. 

As ABSW has learnt, the deal is 
signed and sealed and barring any last 
minute hiccups, Foster will join Peter 
Reid’s Sunderland by the end of the 
week, 

Tt means that Australia could well 
have another player in English Premier 
League come the new season, given 
Sunderland’s position (third) in the 
league. 

Foster has not played for 
Portsmouth in the last three weeks and 
the highly regarded midfielder has | 
been the subject of speculation from a 


number of big clubs recently. 


By John Economos 


delaide Sharks this 
weekend will 
welcome the return 


of attacking defender Alex 
Castro and midfielders 
Nathan Day and Branko 
Milosevic for their home 
battle against Perth Glory. 

Castro, Day and Milosevic 
all missed last Sunday's away 
clash against Sydney United, 

Castro had injured 
ligaments to his knee playing 
against South Melbourne 
whilst Nathan Day injured his 
ankle in a friendly hit-out 
against Eddie Thomson's 
touring Japanese side, 
Sanfreece Hiroshima in 
Adelaide, 


Milosevic missed the 
United clash last Sunday 
through suspension. 

But possibly missing this 
Sunday will be Lou 
Hristodoulou who came off 
very early last Sunday with a 
pulled hamstring. . 

Centre-back Con 
Kokkinoplitis also came off, 
but much later in the second 
half with a heavy knock to his 
ankle, however Sharks’ coach 
Adrian Sandarac is most 
hopeful this injury will clear 
up by the end of the week. 
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aul Carter, Sydney 
Olympic’s defender, 
last week announced 

his retirement from Soccer, 
The former St George and 
Apia-Leichhardt sweeper, 
now aged 34, was voted last 
season as ‘Player Of the Year’ 


in the NSW_ Soccer 
Federation's Super League. 

Paul this week stated to 
‘Good Oil’: “I've had a very 
good innings and the time has 
come to retire. 

“After I have a few months 
off for rest, I’m most 
interested in getting involved 
in some type of coaching. 

“T would very much like to 
stay in the game in some 
capactty" 
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ydney United’s sterling 

twin defenders David 

Barrett and Velimir 
Kupresak tonight, 
(Tuesday), will appear 
before the Tribunal to see if 
further suspensions will be 
dished out to them. 


Both have already served a 
two week automatic 
suspension for being sent off 
two weeks ago at the 
Parramatta Stadium in 
United's duel against visiting 
Melbourne Knights, 

United lost this match 0-3 
to the Knights, 

This was only the second 
time they have suffered the 
indignity of seeing a red card 
in more than 10 years in the 
senior ranks of the National 
League. 

United's coach David 
Mitchell will be keeping his 
fingers crossed as he badly 
needs their services for 
Saturday night's local derby 
with neighbouring Marconi at 
the Marconi Stadium. 


+ bead 


avid Hill, head of 

Soccer Australia, who 

recently won ALP 
pre-selection for the Federal 
seat of Hughes, was reported 
in the Sydney weekend press 
as humbly stating: “While 
trying to be modest about 
this, I would go into Federal 
Parliament with more 
experience in the machinery 
and management of 
government than perhaps 
anybody.” 

Still modestly, Hill was 
also reported as stating: “I’ve 
been elected until 2000 and, 
quite frankly, Australian 


Soccer needs me.” 
we 
‘arconi today will 
host a luncheon as 
a special ‘Salute To 
Sponsors’. 


The giant Marconi club 
which has had Mr Tony 
Brescia of “Brescia Furniture’ 
as its major sponsor for the 
past, (and record), 10 years, 
also has 17 subsidiary 
sponsors to its Soccer arm. 

All the sponsors will be 
wined, dined and entertained 
with an as always specially 
booked, but unnamed, 
comedian. 


Neste Strikers 
robust attacking left 


midfielder suffered a badly 
forn ankle ligament that has 
now threatened to sideline 
him for the rest of the 
season. 


David Hill:Modesty par excellence. 


MARCONI v SYDNEY UNITED 


MARCONI STADIUM 


‘The guy with the lethal left 
foot pulled a ligament off the 
bone in his ankle during 
training late last week. 

The Strikers team doctor 
John MeNee has ruled that 
Nick will not be on the scene 
until the 1998/99 season as it 
will take at least eight weeks 
to heal, 

Meredith is the Strikers’ 
third key player to be ruled 
out for the balance of the 
season. 

Meredith’s injury follows 
up on the loss of brilliant 
Youth international midfielder 
Kasey Wehrman and dynamic 
young striker Wayne Knipe. 
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David Barrett: United’s reliable right back. 


occer Australia was 
very quick last Sunday 
to send out a special 


denouncing an article which 
was published in a Sydney 


members that participated 
in the Confederation Cup in 
December last year. 

The Sydney journalist 
wrote that the Australian 


Nick Meredith: Out for the remainder of the season, 


promised $40,000 each from 
the prize monies, were still 
left unpaid. 

“WRONG? hit back Soccer 
Australia. 

“The players are entitled to 
a share of FIFA appearance 
and prize money, and when 
the money is made available 
from FIFA the players will be 
paid. 

‘The timing of the 
payments are determined by 
FIFA, NOT Soccer Australia, 

“FIFA have advised Soccer 
Australia that it intends to pay 
the monies in the next week or 
oO 

The communique went on 
to name as well as accuse the 


Sydney very well-known 
journalist that: ‘Yet again, he 
(Sydney journalist) could 
have avoided an inaccurate 
story had he bothered to check 
the facts 
Australia.’ 

Have you tried to contact 
anyone in Soccer Australia of 
late?? 
All you get is voice-mail 
with calls very rarely ever 
returned. 


Velimir Kupresak: Faces the tribunal. 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 


KICK OFF — 7.00 pm 
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ZORAN MATIC 


EARLY GAME — 5.00 Pm 
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DAVID MITCHELL 
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By David Cooper 


cott Mutton showed 

just why he is rated so 

highly by his coach Joe 
Watson, with a well taken 
goal that proved the only 
goal of an exciting Pre- 
Season Cup Final between 
Eastern Suburbs and 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles at 
Melita Stadium on Sunday 
night. 

It was a dream start for 
Eastern Suburbs, who are in 
their first season in the Super 
League after winning 


promotion from the First 
Division. 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


An excited Easts captain 
Matthew Dihm said after the 
match; “It is a great way to 
start the season and has given 
us a tremendous amount of 
confidence. We always knew 
we would be competitive this 
year and I think this win 
shows we are.” 

Coach Joe Watson was also 
on a high, saying: “The lads 
worked their butts off tonight 
and fully deserved their win. 
Bonnyrigg are a class side and 
to hold them scoreless was a 
tremendous effort, 

“Scotty Mutton showed 
tonight what a good player he 
will be in this competition and 
his goal was a classy piece of 
finishing.” 

While there may have only 
been the one goal, the 
scoreline could have been 
anything with both sides 
creating numerous chances 
but guilty of some very poor 
finishing. Bonnyrigg would 
argue they gave the final to 
Easts after the amount of 
chances they missed in front 


of goal. 
Aided by a strong wind at 
their backs, Bonnyrigg 


dominated the first-half with 
continual pressure applied on 
the Easts backline which, to 
their credit, held firm, 

But it was Easts in fact who 
came closest to opening the 
scoring with Jim Melissourgos 
soraping the crossbar from a 
free-kick, 

A minute later it was 
Bonnyrigg’s turn to find the 
woodwork, with Mark 
Hoenselaars swivelling and 
volleying hard against the 
outside of the post. 

Easts thought they had a 
good penalty claim in the 23rd 
minute when Craig Sharpley 
was felled but referee Brad 
McKay waved play on. 

Javier Mancino should 
have put the Eagles one goal 
up minutes later when a cross 
from Graham Watton found 
him at the back post, totally 
unmarked, but with only 
keeper Les Bihari to beat he 
tried to place his shot, 
allowing the keeper a second 
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MUTTON’S Class 
GIVES BASTS CUP 


chance to grab the loose ball. 
Further chances came and 
went for Bonnyrigg with 
Robert Gomez mis-kicking a 
volley from only five metres 
cout, while Johnny Ghisso had 
Bihari in trouble with a 
stinging 25-metre shot which 
was eventually cleared away 


the crucial part of the game 
with the score locked at 0-0 
and Easts knowing they had 
use of the wind in the second- 
half. 

“We were very confident 
coming out for the second-half 
because we saw what 
advantage the wind gave 


after the lanky keeper failed to Bonnyrigg in the first half,” 
hold. said Dihm. “We knew we 
The half-time break proved could win from there.” 


UNDER 18 

P 
SYDNEY DISTRICT = 
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NSW SOCCER FEDERATION: SUPER LEAGUE — 
PRE SEASON TOURNAMENT: 
Eastern Suburbs 1 (S Mutton 52) 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0. 


DIV ONE: First Grade: Stanmore Hawks 2 (E Briscoe 50,75) 
Hurstville City 0; Mt Pritchard 2 (G Baldock 0p, N Markouski 70) 
Moorebank Sports 1 (M Necovsk: 68); Penrith Panthers 3 (L 
McKinna 2 R Astone 53 J Hawkins £0) Fairfield Bulls 2 (S Talevski 
93); Belmore Hercules 3 (C Lungy 58,73 S Nicola 90) Auburn 
United 1 (G Tasdemir 53); Bathurst '75 2 (A Renite 83 H Johns 87) 
‘AC United 1 (S Batista 30); Manly Warringah 2 (T Preston 53 D 
Rosenthal 70) Illawarra Lions 1 (M org 81); Rockdale City Suns 3 
(D Blanco 11p S Catovic 49 B Chumkovski 90) Hills United 0. 


U:21: Moorebank Sports 1 Mt Pritchard 1; Fairfield Bulls 2 Penrith 
Panthers 1; Aubum United 2 Belmore Hercules 0; AC United 2 
Bathurst'75 0; Manly Warringah 4 Ilawarra Lions 2; Hurstville City 
3 Stanmore Hawks 0; Hills United 3 Rockdale City Suns 0; 


U-18: Moorebank Sports 4 Mt Pritchard 1; Fairfield Bulls 2 Penrith 
Panthers 0; Belmore Hercules 2 Avburn United 1; Bathurst '75 4 
‘AC United 2; Manly Warringah 1 ‘liawarra Lions 0; Stanmore 
Hawks 4 Hurstville City 2; Rockdale City Suns 2 Hills United 2. 


DIV 2: Hadjuk Wanderers 1 Hurstville ZSC 1; Sydney District 3 Uni 

Of NSW 1; Gladesville United 3 Parramatta City 2; Greystanes 4 Mt 

Druitt Town 3; Amcliffe Scots 1 Alexander Warriors 0; Dulwich Hill 7 
Liverpool City 0. 


U-21: Hadjuk Wanderers 1 Hurstville ZSC 0; Uni Of NSW 2 Sydney 
District 1; Gladesville United 0 Parramatta City 0; Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 1 Greystanes 0; Amelie Scots 1 Alexander Warriors 0; 

Dulwich Hill 3 Liverpool City 0. 


U-18: Hadjuk Wanderers 1 Hurstville ZSC 1; Sydney District 3 Uni 

‘of NSW 0; Gladesville United 2 Parramatta City 1; Mt Druitt Town 3 

Greystanes 0; Ameiiffe Scots and Alexander Warriors did not play, 
Dulwich Hill 1 Liverpool City 1. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
Grade 13: Newcastle Breakers 1 Southem District 1. 
Grade 14: Southem Districts 3 Newcastle Breakers 0, 
Grade 15: Newcastle Breakers 3 Southern Districts 1. 
Grade 16: Newcastle Breakers 3 Southem Districts 2 


DIV + 
Grade 13: Central Coast 6 AC United 1; 
Central Coast 1 Blacktown Assoc 1. 
Grade 14: AC United 1 Central Coast 0; 
Central Coast 3 Blacctown Assoc 0. 
Grade 15; AC United 2 Central Coast 1; 
Central Coast 1 Blacktown Assoc 1 
Grade 16: Central Coast 3 AC United 3; 
Central Goast 2 Blacktown Assoc 2. 


4 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 10, 1998 


was obvious to just about 
everybody. It could have cost 
us the match in the end.” 

Indeed he may have been 
right as Bonnyrigg came home 
strong in the last 20 minutes, 
Gomez missed a sitter from 
just four metres out, slicing 
his shot wide at the far post, 
while Stefan Jani (a second- 
half substitute), was inches 
wide with a low shot across 
the face of goal. 

To Watson's credit though 
he never shut up shop, always 
having two up front, with 
Mutton missing two 
opportunities to wrap it up, 
while Rudi Jerkovic was also 
wide when in a good posotion 
to score, 

Bonnyrigg’s coach John 
Tumer was a dejected figure 
after the match, saying: “We 
let them off the hook. We 
should have killed them off in 
the first-half with the number 
of good chances we had. 

“Even in the last 20 
minutes we had some great 
opportunities to force an 
equaliser and I must say I am 
disappointed.” 

However both coaches 
were also quick to point out 
that a new competition starts 
next week and that it will be a 
completely different ball 
game. 

But on their showing 
tonight, both teams should be 
reasonably confident of a top 
five spot comes season's end, 
with Scott Mutton no doubt 
playing a pivotal role for the 
Easts outfit. \ 

Player ratings out of ten; 

Eastern Suburbs: Bihari 
7, Dihm 8, Jerkovic 7, Daniels 
6, Melissougos 7 (Ekinci), 
Mutton 8, McCombe 6 
(Spivac), Pullicino 6, Sharpley 
7, Moss 7, Hickman 7. 

y' Kos 5, Watton 
7, Racker 6, Warburton 6, 
Richardson 7, Mancino 6 


Indeed, Melissourgos 
should have scored just 20 
seconds after the break, when 
Mutton pounced on a bad 
mistake by James Warburton 
passed to an unmarked 
Melissourgos, who shot 
weakly wide of the post, 

Melissourgos made up for 
that miss though with a great 
first time pass to give Mutton 
his chance in the 52nd minute, 
which he placed past an 
exposed Mladen Kos and 
inside the far post with the 
consumate ease of a quality 
goal poacher. 

Easts continued to create 
good chances with Mutton and 
Melissourgos giving the 
Bonnyrigg defence a torrid 
time. Melissourgos’ height 
and neat touches combined 
with Mutton’s pace and 
workrate will certainly pose 
many defences problems this 
season based on their 
performances in this pre- 
season. 

The 65th minute provided a 
controversial point in the 
match, when both sides had 
penalty claims, Bonnyrigg 
thought Hoenselaars was 
chopped down in the box but 
with play waved on, Mutton 
raced clear towards goal and 
was clearly impeded by 
Warburton in the box as he 
was about to shoot. 


Watson was seething after (Ljuboja), Ghisso 7, 
the game; “We should have Hoenselaars 6 (Janic 6), 
been awarded two penalties Harding 7, Gomez 5, 
tonight, the second of which — Cmokrak 7 (Van Egmond), 


NSW Soccer 
Federation 


Ez 


& 


SUPER LEAGUE 
ROUND 1 


Saturday 14th March 
Sutherland Sharks v Macarthur Rams 
Seymour Shaw Park, 6.00pm 
Bonnyrigg WE v Leichhardt Tigers 
Serbian Centre, 6.00pm 


Sunday 15th March 
St George Saints v Parramatta Eagles 
St George Stadium, 3.00pm 
Ryde City v Blacktown City Demons 
T.G. Millner Field, 3.00pm 
Canterbury M/ville v Central Coast 
Henson Park, 3.00pm 
Eastern Suburbs v 
Bankstown City Lions 
Wentworth Park, 3.00pm 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
‘Max. call cost 7Se/min — IDS 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 


@& ABSW 


By Phil Murphy 


BAZ IS BACK! 


Qtssian Sinozic came back from the 
'soccer wilderness at the weekend. 

The former youth international returned to 
the Wolves squad for the home game against 
leaders South Melbourne. 

He played in all of Australia’s games at the 
1997 Youth World Cup in Malaysia, including 
that great 4-3 win against Argentina (when 
team-mate Kosta Salapasidis made world 
headlines with four goals), 

Sinozic then trialled in Denmark and toured 
NSW and Queensland in the Olyroo squad. 

However after that tour he suffered a lower 
back injury and, as a result, was out of action 
for more than three months, The injury cost him 
a place in the Olyroo camps and the upcoming 


as 


It’s good to be back... Sebastian 
Sinozic. 


games against Brazil. 

He told ABSW he has been frustrated sitting 
on the sideline while the Wolves were going so 
well this season. 

“The only time I have actually started in the 
first team was during the 4-4 with Collingwood 
at the end of last season,” he lamented. 

“T thought I was ready to establish myself as 
a regular in the top team but the back injury put 
my career on hold. 

“When I heard I was back in the Wolves 
squad at the weekend, it felt great. Now I have 
to make an impression and regain my place in 
the Olyroo squad. 

“It is too late for the Brail games at this 
stage, but I have my sights set on Sydney 
2000.” 

Sinozic, 19, had the chance to take up a 
contract with Danish club FC Amsterdam 
before his back problem, but still hopes to play 
overseas, 

He said that was probably his third priority at 
this stage. 

“T want to become a regular with the Wolves, 
play at the Olympics and then hopefully get a 
contract overseas.” 


BRILLIANT 
HUXLEY’S ROTTEN 
LUCK 


lhe Wolves have had diabolical luck with 

injuries this season, When ty player 
David Huxley was carried off after just 90 
seconds against Marconi at Marconi 
Stadium recently, he became the fourth 
Wollongong player to be out for the season, 

Huxley, who had struggled with an ankle 
injury during the week leading up to the 
Marconi game, suffered serious medial 
ligament damage. 

Neil Harlock and Michael Reda have already 
suffered serious injuries and have only next 
‘season's pre-season training to look forward to. 

Both were vital parts of the Wollongong 
‘squad and their push for the Finals. 

Additionally exciting midfielder Sonny 
Sevin is out with an ankle injury but should 
return within two weeks. 

Having his first season in the Ericsson Cup, 
20-year-old Huxley has been outstanding at 
marker or in the centre of midfield. Signed from 
Parramatta at the start of the season, he has 
made a big impact on the league, 

Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos is tipping 
that Huxley will come back an even-better 
player next season, as well as tipping that the 
youngster will one day wear the green and gold 
in the national team. 


ACT ACTION 


By Micky Brock 


CULINA RESIGNS 
FROM COSMOS 


ranko Culina and the Novell Canberra 

Cosmos have parted company amidst 
rumour and speculation over the coach’s 
future. 

Walter Valeri was in charge of the weekend 
match with Melbourne Knights, ably assisted 
by Gordon Hunter, the experienced former 
Scottish League player, and it’s expected an 
announcement will be made later this week 
concerning the naming of the new incumbent 
for the job, although Valeri is in pole position 


about his new role 
with the side and said: “I'm looking forward to 
the challenge and I know T have the support of 
the players and the board, I think we can finish 


the season on a high.” 

‘A spokesperson for the club said about 
Culina’s resignation: “Whilst we are a soccer 
club, we are 
also a business 
and cannot cA NG 
operate, nor o 
make progress, $ 
with the level ha 
of speculation Cosmos 
we were having 
to cope with.” 

Culina, who 
joined Can- 
berra from last 
season’s losing Grand Finalist Sydney United 
during the close season, is rumoured to be 
nearing an agreement to coach a Sydney based 
club next season. 

He cited ‘personal reasons’ for wanting to 
leave the nation’s capital and return to Sydney, 
although yet to be confirmed, it is strongly 
believed he will be joining Sydney Olympic. 


BREAKERS’ PRIVATISATION 
RUMOURS CONTINUE 


By Aidan Ormond 


he continued speculation over who will eventually 
invest in the Newcastle Breakers has taken another 


turn with rumours emanating from the region that a local 
businessman is interested in helping the club. 

As it stands high-profile Sydney businessman Rene Rivkin 
has been the one who has made the running on this issue, 


in investing in the Breakers, 


By Glenn Davis 


XXX League 
lewcomers Ipswich 
Knights suffered the 
consequences of an early 
shower for Nick Seeley 


TARINGA 


with Taringa Rovers 
inflicting a 4-1 away win at 
Eric Evans Reserve on 
Sunday. 

The spirited encounter 
was evenly balanced until 
the former State defender 
was given his marching 
orders for his second 
bookable offence when he 
brought down Taringa 


BRISBANE CITY 


l 


iB ra eakere 


SY TOPPER 


subsequent to his failed bid for ownership of Sydney Olympic. 
Sources in Newcastle claim that John Fahy, a former 
international player and supporter of the club may be interested 


Fahy is an Englishman and former Soccer player who has 
played in a number of countries and even scored against 


Queensland 


defender Steve Starr. 

To their credit Ipswich 
battled hard for the 
remainder of the first-half, 
but went to the break trailing 
1-0, when former State 
striker Warren Allen cut 
back from the by-line to give 
Richard Hill his first goal for 
his club. 

In fact all four Taringa 
goals were scored by the 
club's new recruits. 

Ipswich caught Taringa’s 
defence napping to level the 
scores at I-1 two minutes 
after the resumption when 
Damien Conquest deceived 
Taringa keeper Scott 
Higgins from a direct free- 
Kick. 

The goal lifted the home 
side, who celebrated their 
entry into the XXXX league 
with a thrilling 3-2 home 
win last week against 
‘Wynnum. 

Had the match remained 
an even contest the result 
may have been different but 
Taringa, aided by an extra 
man, eventually wore down 
Ipswich. 

Taringa’s young brigade 
grabbed a 2-1 lead after 
coach John Ogden brought 
on 16-year-old striker Aaron 
Bakker. 

He had an immediate 


Newcastle United in the 1964 FA Cup Final. He has also, 
apparently, played against the legendary Pele, so you could say 
his Soccer credentials are there. 

Furthermore, he is reputedly a sound businessman with 
experience in the marketing field in the US before he settled in 
NNSW in the eighties, where he has businesses that include a 
McDonalds franchise, 

Tt was claimed that Fahy was interested in helping the club in 
some way, however Breakers General Manager Pat Clarke has 
dismissed this, saying that the Rivkin offer was the sole one on 
the table at the present moment and that the Sydney businessman 
was the only person who wanted to buy the club, 

Tf this ‘local’ bid does come off (and it is only speculation at 
the moment) it would be the second time that Rivkin had his 
chances of owning a national league club scuppered by a rival 
package from a group more closely associated with the club in 
question. 

Whatever happens, the potential of the club and region is huge 
and I am sure that all Australia would be happy to see Newcastle 
back to their glory days when crowds of up to 18,000 supported 
Newcastle KB United. 

And things are not all bad on the park either, with the 
Breakers currently unbeaten in three games following a 
sensational 4-3 win at the cauldron of Perth Oval, a home 
victory over Sydney United 3-1 and a creditable 1-1 draw away 
to the champions Brisbane Strikers (see match report page 11), 
where Reece Tollenaere continued his rich vein of scoring to 
save the Breakers, 

This week Newcastle are home to the mighty Adelaide City, 
and with the visitors’ squad packed full of internationals this will 
definetly be worth seeing at the Topper Stadium this Friday 
night. 

My prediction? Breakers to win 3-2, 


Update... 


goal with s surging run from 
inside his own half before 
crossing into the box for 
Laslo to tuck in. 

In other 


matches, 


Brisbane City sent out an 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


DROVERS 


impact, setting up Allen who 
headed next to the upright 
past Knights keeper Sam 
Ferguson after pouncing on 
a delicate Bakker chip in the 
24th minute. 

Bakker then stamped his 
own mark on the game three 
minutes later, driving home 
from 25 metres to give the 
visitors a deserved 3-1 lead. 

The final nail in the 
Knights coffin was 
hammered home by young 
substitute Rob Laslo two 
minutes later. 

Speedy midfielder 
Cameron Williamson, who 
was switched to the defence 
for the start of the second- 
half, set up Taringa’s final 


early premiership warning 
with a 4-0 thrashing of 
Rochedale Rovers, and 


newcomers Gold Coast 
maintained their unbeaten 
record downing Bundaberg 
2-0, Brisbane Lions beat 
Beenleigh 5-2 while Mt 
Gravatt and Wynnum 
played a scoreless draw. 
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STATS TELL TRUTH 


Dear Sir, 

Firstly let me start by 
congratulating you on your 
efforts with the reporting of 
soccer issues. | believe that 
your opinions and com- 
ments are most relevant, up- 
to-date and pertinent to 
today’s climate of 
Australian Soccer. Thus, as 
a follower of the sport in 
general, and a supporter of 
both South Melbourne and 
Carlton, I have made some 
interesting observations 
with respect to crowd fig- 
ures this year so far. 

Attached are average 
crowd figures, up to and 
including Round 18. It is 
interesting to note that the 
crowd figures for Carlton 
are not as bad as is painted 
in certain sections of the 
media (yourself not includ- 
ed), Carlton were in fourth 
place for average home 
crowds, fifth for away 
crowds and sixth average 
for overall crowds. 

This being the case, par- 
ticularly as these figures are 
official figures released by 
Soccer Australia and printed 
in your magazine, | am 
astounded that people are 
criticising Carlton’s crowd 
figures. 

Why not have a pre-occu- 
pation with the other eight 
teams that are drawing 
lower overall average crowd 
figures? Maybe it is because 
such great things are expect- 
ed from Carlton? But these 
figures so far, are what were 
announced as expected fig- 
ures by Carlton authorities 
at the start of the season, 
and that the figures were to 
be looked at as slowly 
increasing by about 2,000 
over the next three years to 
around 8,000. 

Why can’t the media 


Home: 
15,412 


report things in a balanced 
manner and present these 
things from the perspective 
as [ have just outlined? 

‘This, to me, is what I see 
wrong with soccer in this 
country. Opposing media 
people are continually back- 
biting and criticising others, 
instead of pulling in the 
right direction and actually 
complimenting teams like 
Carlton on the amount of 
professionalism seen so far. 
Tn fact other clubs are fol- 
lowing suit, in terms of pro- 
fessionalism, privatisation 
ete, 

T understand fully that a 
disturbing trend might be 
developing with Carlton's 
attendances at the last three 
home games, however, dur- 
ing @ Season, average atten- 
dances should be used as a 
benchmark because maybe 
the crowd pulling games 
might have been played 
early in the season leaving 
the ‘lesser lights’ to later, 
which could be happening 
to Carlton, 

Please, you are my only 
hope. Is it possible to pre- 
sent some of these facts for 
what they are? I am looking 
forward to your response. 

George Kardaras, 
Reservoir, Vic. 


Editor's note: 

1 know just how time 
consuming it is to put fig- 
ures like this together and 
the amount of work it takes 
to keep them in order. Facts 
will always speak louder 
than ‘pie-crust comments’ 
from those who should, usu- 
ally do, know better, espe- 
cially from those of other 
codes. Well done with the 
effort shown and comments 
made; 

(See stats below). 


Letters to 
the Editor 


number for verification. 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


The Editor, 
AusTRALIAN & 
BririsH SOCCER 
Weex.y 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column, 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


THANKS TO ABSW 


Dear Sir, 

‘Thank you for your invitation (ABSW 3/3/98) to 
send in details of webfanzines for review. As they are 
in cyberspace all I can send to you is the web 
addresses. For a stat, try these few with your brows- 
er: 

x Soccer - The Daddy & Mummy of them all 

htp/Pbix.thehub.com.au/ozsoccer/weleome: html 

Studs Up - Now in cyberspace 

http:/www.czemail.com.au/"studsupfirst.htm 

Chris Beatties Football Cavalier 

hitp:/Avww.eisanetau/"kbeattie! 

‘The Official Newcastle Breakers Site - Ist and still 
the best 

http:/www.breakers.com.aul 

The Dunkerley's Oz Soccer Football Site 

hitp:/vww.ozemail,com.aw/"kevrenor/dunk-s.him 

Northern Spirit Webfanzine 

http:/ww.ozemail.com.au/"kevrenor/spiri.him 

‘The Marconi Fans Stable 

hutp:/www.incaweb.com/marconil 

Whats the story Perth Glory: 

http:/Avww-iinet.au?sharlo/wtspg. index.html 

agree with Geoff Coy that it would be great if 
there was even more Australian content, but I recog- 
nse that: 

a/ There has to be more material available — (the 
clubs and Assocs, can fix that), and 

by There has to be customer demand — only we 


can fix that (but be bold!) 

‘The newspaper is getting better all the time and I 
especially want to praise you for the story on Sharon 
Black on the cover (3/3/98) and the coverage of 
women’s football. 1 also like the regional news and 
the State League coverage, Thanks heaps. 

Hope you enjoy your web surfing and can report 
to the readers soon. 

Christopher Dunkerley (Go Breakers!) 
email letter 


Editor's note: 

Once more we can only say that without the 
demand, there is no reason to change things. The old 
saying of “if it ain't broke don’t fix it’ applies. We are 
‘working on bringiug a brighter publication to our 
readers but there are still one or two stumbling blocks 
to overcome, We are most certainly looking at bring- 
ing in far more ‘local’ content, hence we'll happily 
‘accept short stories/shotos of schooV/club teams up to 
the U/16 age group. 

We're also looking at bringing in some ‘free to 
enter’ competitions in the near future that will only 
0 into enhancing the readers’ pleasure, we hope. 
Having said that, we do not profess to know absolute- 
ly everything that’s going on, unlike some, and wel- 
‘come any contributions from you out there. This is 
YOUR paper after all, so use it... 


Dear Sir, 

Can anybody-explain why 
FIFA have archaic rules that state 
a player has to miss the following 
match after being sent-off when 
clearly it was the referee's mis- 
take, or was a doubtful send-off 
in the first place? 

It's bad enough for player's 
having to miss games after a dou- 
ble yellow card, such as Clayton 
Zane’s send-off after collecting 
two yellow cards for over cele- 
brating after taking his shirt off. 
‘That was punishment enough 

All these rules do is punish the 
spectators, as well as the club, by 
having the player, or players, 
missing the next game, But what 
‘gets up my nose the most is when 
referees make the wrong decision 
with a send-off and the player has 


to miss the next game, instead of 
being exonerated if he was hard 
done by, 

The height of hypocrisy is 
when FIFA allows national bod- 
ies to use video evidence to pun- 
ish any foul play that goes unde- 
tected by the referee and lines- 
man, but won’t use video evi- 
dence to exonerate innocent play- 
ers! No wonder the referees are 
the most hated and disliked men 
in Soccer when they are given so 
much power by FIFA, and are 
allowed to make mistakes unin- 
teationally or otherwise. 

Why don't they concentrate 
on the shirt pulling which dis- 
tracts the attacker with the ball: 
It’s a virtual admission by the 
shirt puller that he has been beat- 
en by his opponent who has the 


[ Nw AT WIV) | 
Y, OH WHY? 
WHY MICKEY MOUSE 


MATCHES 


ball. Anyone pulling someone’s 
shirt should be yellow carded, 
und if it's inside the box or penal- 
ty area, red carded. 

[have no beef or complaint 
‘bout players missing the follow- 
ing game or even two matches if 
he was sent-off for a deliberate 
foul on a player, but it’s an 
bsolute injustice if a player was 
‘wrongly red carded and made to 
iiss the following game as well 
due to a refereeing error, 

Dominic Scullino 
‘Nerang, Qld 


Editor's note: 
Thhate to say this, but you're 
right, There, I've said it, now 1 
inust go and have a lie down. 
Where did I put the aspirin...” 


6,292 7,620 South Melbourne 
§,184 4,677 Wollongong City. 
4,702 5,381. Carton 
4,573 5,372 Sydney Olympic 
4,514 4,698 Marconi Fairfield 
4,263 6,092 Sydney United 
4,262 . 5,192 Brisbane Strikers 
4186 7,427 Adelaide City 
4122 5,100 Adelaide Sharks 
3,935 6,607. Melbourne Knights 
3,472 3,766 Gippsland Falcons 
3,465 3,182 N'castle Breakers 
2,664 4,613 Canberra | 


PRAISE WHERE 


IT’S DUE 


HOW.......? 

With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


cD 
CY , 
é % 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


9601 1761 A.H. 


Dear Sir, 

I watched Optus 
Vision’s delayed coverage 
(why wasn't it live?) of the 
Canberra/Gippsland game 
and was pleased to hear an 
excited commentator. 

The match wasn’t very 
good but the caller made it 
sound exciting and not 
boring. | just hope this-per- 
son is on again as the game 
needs positive coverage. 

Everyone wants to blast 
soccer in Australia, so it's 
good to give praise where 
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itis due. 
Michael Abas 
Cabramatta West, NSW. 


Editor’s note: 

The commentator in ques- 
tion, | believe, was none other 
than Soccer Australia’s 
Stephen Coping. 

He is an excellent com- 
inentator and I admit to hav- 
ing had the pleasure of work- 
ing with this man before (Sth 
Korea y Australia), and he is 
great to work with. If the 
powers that be ever take 
notice, more of the above 
please. 


Dear Mr Economos, 

Regarding your front page 
story in ABSW recently con- 
cerning Velimir Kupresak 
being ordered off against 
Melbourne Knights, 

You have neglected to 
mention one important point 
in the incident: the player was 
ordered off for violent con- 
duct after head butting an 
opponent. In admitting this 
fact, and concentrating 
instead on building up a char- 
acter reference for the player, 
you would appear to be si 
gesting that you sympathise 
with him, Why? Surely you 
do not condone such conduct? 

Nowhere in the article do 
you, nor the player himself 
from the remarks attributed to 
him, give any indication of 
whether you believe the deci- 
sion was correct. Reading 
between the lines from the 
tone of your article in general, 
I came to the opposite conclu- 
sion. I believe you are imply- 
ing that the referee was wrong 
to take the action he did. 

If that is the case then let 
me correct that misconcep- 
tion. The player was sent-off 
because he deserved to be. 
Irrespective of his ‘clean style 
of marking’, even if he is a 


Dear Sir, 

‘Thanks for a great publica- 
tion, one I have been avidly 
reading for many years. As a 
former NSL referee, now 
retired through injury, I find it 
a great way to keep abreast on 
the state, national and over- 
seas scene. I do get along to 
watch several NSL matches a 
season but find it frustrating 
that the kick-off times and 
venues are not advertised in 
your paper. 

This is surprising as the 
Youth League and Victorian 
Premier Leagues have such 
information supplied. Is there 
areason for this? 

As with many others I 
admit to shedding tears after 
the failure of the national side 
to qualify for France 98. 
However, with a high profile 
coach on board, the newspa- 
pers have never been so full 
of (real) football. Surely the 
future looks bright? 

But I must query why the 
powers that be have not 
tapped into Asia, both on a 
club and national basis? Why 
aren't we involved in the 
Asian Clubs Championship 
and Asian Nations Cup? 

Surely we must have regu- 
lar top class opposition for 
our local and national sides 
(one criticism of the failed 
World Cup campaign). If we 
can’t gain admittance, let's 
create such competitions 


VIOLENT 


CONDUCT 


‘gentle’ defender (have you 
asked Ice Kutlesovski for his 
opinion?) he was guilty and 
‘was punished accordingly. 

Now please don’t get me 
wrong, | don't intend to be 
critical or personal against the 
player. I have a great deal of 
respect and admiration for 
Velimir Kupresak, for his 
commitment to the game and 
loyalty to Sydney United, But 
like any other player, if he 
steps out of line he has to take 
the consequences, And I fail 
to see what purpose is served 
by journalists trying to cloud 
the issue with irrelevant infor- 
mation. 

In closing, I would like to 
point out that the referee's 
name is Mark Shield (not 
Shields). 

Paul Harley, 
Nudgee, Qld 


Editor's note: 

Mr Economos replies: Mr 
Kupresak was provoked and 
retaliated: He was caught 
doing this and received the 
correct punishment, no argu- 
ment, However, the actions 
were totally out of character 
for the player and were 
reported as such, 


within Oceania, Okay, so the 
standard might not be so high 
but ‘mighty oaks from little 
acoms’ and all that! 

I'd rather watch some of 
those games than the ‘Mickey 
Mouse’ Nintendo series. If We 
had an incentive for “our 
League Champions (I'm a 
first-past-the-post man), 
Grand Final winners and even 
‘Cup winners, as well as pro- 
motion and relegation, think 
of the interest and income 
generated. 

On a final note, thank 
goodness for Perth Glory an 
their success, at least off thi 
field, With other clubs haying 
to follow in their footsteps, 0 
perish, we will drag this gam 
to the forefront of the genera 
sporting public’s interest. No 
overnight, but it will happen. 

John Rutte 
Nunawading, Vic 


Editor's note: 

‘Yes sir, there is a reason a 
to why we do not publish fix 
tures for the NSL, one W 
cannot go into at present, bt 
are hopeful of changing i 
time for next season. 

We've covered the issue 
of ‘first-past-the-post’, relegs 
tion/promotion, Asian comps 
tition etc. and I fully agre 
that ALL are sorely needel 
and quickly. Many thanks fi 
taking the time to write, 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS TOUR OF 
NEW ZEALAND & SOUTH AMERICA 
November/December 1997 


The Australian Schoolboys team completed a very successful tour of New Zealand and 
South America during the later months of last year. Dubbed ‘The Five Nations Tour’, the 
‘squad played games in New Zealand, Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil and Chile. The 16 players 
had been selected from the National Schools Championships held in August 1997 at 
Thebarton Oval, 

Battling a very heavy match program, severe food poisoning in Uruguay, excessive heat in 
most countries, and a high injury toll, the team finished with a very creditable record of played 
16, won 6, drew 4 and lost 6. In fact, this record in a period of 26 days, including 10 separate 
air journeys, and considering the high level of the teams played, was an exceptional feat. 


GAMES PLAYED 
Pre-Tour CAMP IN SYDNEY 
Venue 
Marconi Youth Marconi Stadium Lost 1-5 
NSW ITG Parklea Drew 33 
Patrician Brothers, Fairfield Pat Bros School Won 24 
NEw ZEALAND 
New Zealand Allen Hill Stadium Won o4 
New Zealand Bill McKinley Park Won 20 
Uruevay 
Uruguay U/17 Club Nacional Lost 1-5 
Uruguay U/17, Charrua Stadium Lost 1-2 
Club Nacional Youth Club Nacional Drew 0-0 
ARGENTINA 
Buenos Aires Schools Selection St George's College Won 4-3 
Argentina U/17 Predio de LAFA Lost 23 
BRAZIL 
Jacarapagua Youth Brazilian Football Academy Won 34 
Botofoga Youth Botofoga Lost 0-4 
CHILE 
Santiago Schools Selection Universidad Catolica Won 6-0 
Talagante Talagante Drew 141 
Stadio Italiano Stadio Italiano Drew 0-0 
Universidad Catolica Universidad Catolica Lost 0-3 


There were, of course, many highlights of the tour: regaining the Trans-Tasman Schools. 
Trophy by winning both internationals in New Zealand against a team coached by Kevin 
Fallon; narrowly being defeated, 3-2 (after being 2-0 up at half-time) by the Argentine U/17 
team which was being coached by Jose Peckerman for the next World Youth Cup; watching 
games at the Monumental Stadium in Buenos Aires (River v Independiente) and Chile’s 
National Stadium (Universidad Catolica v Universidad de Chile), meeting Carlos Alberto from 
the 1970 Brazilian World Cup team and walking the turf at the Maracana. 

The hospitality accorded us in every country was fantastic. In New Zealand, Brett Meuli of 
the NZ Secondary Schools FA and the students of Saint Kentigern College, Auckland, were 
our excellent hosts. In Uruguay, Club Nacional and Rafael Fernandez of the Uruguayan FA 
looked after us very well. In Argentina, Raoul Ham and San Jorge College made sure we 
remembered Buenos Aires with great affection, and in Brazil, our stay with Dr Espezim Neto 
at the Brazilian Football Academy in Rio was truly memorable, while in Chile, the Universidad 
Catolica club ensured that we were able to play games of a high standard. 


Players 

Tony Cizmadija Bulleen Flinders College, Vic 

Gareth Deeg (vo) Newcastle B/West Wallsend HS, NSW 
Enzo De Santis Fawkner/ Fawkner Sec College, Vic 
Shane Gilroy QAS/John Paul College, Qld 

Peter Grguric Bulleen/ Mt Erin Sec College, Vic 

Alex Josifovski (Cariton/ Chisholm College, Vic 

Paul Kohler UTS Oly/St Patrick, Sutherland, NSW 
Shane Lyons ACTAS/Lake Ginnindera College, ACT 
Chad Mansley Newcastle B/Whitebridge HS, NSW 
Daniel Mignone Ad Raiders/Rostrevor College, SA 
Fernando Pellegrino Marconi/Patrician Brothers, Fairfield, NSW 
Cameron Pino, Carlton John Paul College, Vic 

Serdar Pir (vc) Carlton/ Collingwood College, Vic 
Pece Siveski Carlton/Footscray Sec College, Vic 
Heath Timmins (cap) Newcastle B/Glendale Tech HS, NSW 
Danie! Watkins NSW ITC, Holy Cross Ryde, NSW 
Team Officials 

Chris Conti Tour Leader, 

Joe Larecki Coach 

Jim Gleeson Assistant Coach 

Alan Pradella Manager 

Richard Beazley Trainer 


‘The ‘Player of the Tour’ was Daniel Watkins (NSW ITC), closely followed by Peter Grguric 
(Bullen), and Paul Kohler (UTS Olympic), while Gareth Deeg (NSW) was voted ‘Best Team 
Man’. 


Southern Division 

Melbourne Knights consolidated its league leadership with a 
six-two win at home against Albury Wodonga on Sunday. There 
were no goals in a very tightly fought first-half and then five came in 
ten minute spell after Adis Kablar opened for the Knights on 57 
minutes. 

Albury equalised a minute later through Jason Pearce, but Mijo 
Trupkovic restored the Knights lead in the next minute and added his 
second four minutes later. Mario Jurjevic chipped in with his second 
goal in successive games then there was a lull till the last ten minutes 
when Ivan Razov came off the bench to make it five-one for the 
Knights. Ben Menzies showed Albury would not give up with a sec- 
ond goal for the visitor, but Trupkovic completed his hat-trick just 
before the end. A thoroughly enterteining match played in hot and 
difficult conditions. 

Carlton kept up the pressure on the league leader with a one-nil 
win over Bulleen on Saturday, The only goal came in the second- 
half from Alex Josifovski almost on the hour mark, but Bulleen kept 
Carlton honest with a gutsy performace throughout. 

Bentleigh Greens had a five-nil win over South Melbourne 
Rockets on Friday night at Kingston Heath. John Natsioulas contin- 
ued his scoring burst of recent games with a hat-trick, and Steve 
Gogos chimed in with two goals. The match finished in virtual dark- 
ness and it is likely that the remaining Friday night games at 
Kingston Heath will be rescheduled. 

Gippsland Falcons made sure the leaders are looking over their 
shoulders when it beat Altona Magic by seven goalsito one at 
Paisley Reserve on Saturday, Luke Cheney scored in the first minute 
and added three more to take his tally for the season to nine, John 
Hutchinson scored twice and Anthony Pardo added the ast goal, 
while Steve Bogdanovski nabbed the Magic’s consolation. 


Northern Division 


After their loss last week, the AIS bounced back with a two-one 
win over UTS Olympic, its closest challenger in the Northern 
Division. David Oniforo put the AIS ahead in six minutes, but 
Alexiou replied for Olympic in 20 minutes, The winner came from 
the penalty spot early in the second half through Michael Ferrante, 
‘The win gives the AIS a seven point buffer over Wollongong, while 
Olympic drops back to third, though ‘t has two games in hand on the 
Wolves. 

Wollongong City just managed to beat UTS Olympic Colts by 
two goals to one at Brandon Park. Peul Reid and Nathan Little were 
the scorers for the Wolves and the home team also conceded an own 
‘goal which ensured the match was never safe until the end. 

After their excellent win against the league leader last week, QAS 
came down to earth with a disappointing one-nil loss at home to 
Newcastle Breakers. Greg Owens scored the only goal after seven 
minutes and the Breakers held firm thereafter. Andrew Packer 
received his marching orders late in the game, but Gary Phillips was 
very disappointed that his team was so flat this week. One of the 

lessons young players have to learn is that consistency of per- 
formance is the key to success. 

Marconi Fairfield Colts caused the upset of the round by downing 
its senior youth team by two goals to one on Friday. The irrepress- 
ible Mark Hagger was the hero for the Colts with two excellent 
goals, while Joe Bruni replied for the Youth. Hagger has twenty 
goals for the season now and Bruni has eleven. The Colts close with- 
in two points of the senior youth team with this merited win. 

Finally Sydney United Colts had a four-one win over the ACT 
Academy. Jason Kencevski scored twice for the Colts and single 
goals by Michael Clare and Adam Griffiths sealed the win. Brad 
‘Smith replied for the Academy. 


Leading Goalscorers 


Northern Division 


Adis Kablar Melboume Knights 4 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 12 
Zoran Petrevski vis 12 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 10 
Luke Cheney Gipps'and Falcons 9) 


Southern Division 


Mile Sterjovski AiS/Sydney United 25 
Mark Hager Marconi Fairfield Colts 20: 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield "1 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 10 
‘Azur Mujanovic ‘Sydney United 10! 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 10 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 10 


Round 21 
Southern Division 


Bentleigh Greens 5 Sth Melb Rockets 0 
Natsioulas 3, Gogos 2 


Altona Magic 1 Gippsland Falcons 7 


Bogdanovski Cheney 4, 

Hutchinson 2, Pardo 
Carlton 1 Bulleen Inter to) 
Josifovski 


Melbourne Knights 6 
Trupkovic 3, Jurjevic, 
Kablar, Razov 

South Melbourne, Heidelberg United, VIS - Bye 


Northern Division 


Albury Wodonga 2 
Menzies, Pearce 


Marconi Colts 2 Marconi 1 

Hagger 2 Bruni 

AIS 2 UTS Olympic 1 

Oniforo, Ferrante Alexiou 

QAS 0 N'castle Breakers 1 
Owens 

Wollongong City 2 UTS OlympicC 1 

Reid, Little og 

Sydney UnitedC 4 ACTAS 1 

Kencevski 2, Clare, Smith 


Griffiths 
Sydney United, NSWIS - Byes 


Southern Division 


W.oDeeke FE JARs: 
Mel Knights 17-15 "0° 2°75) 19" 45: 
Carlton 1614 0 2 34 9 42 
Gippsland F 17:12 2 3 42 17 38 
vis 15 8 3 4 36 17 27 
Bulleen 168 2 6 26 21 26 
Bentleigh W772. 8-25-30 23 
Heidelberg 16.52) 9) 19% 400-17. 
Albury 7 5 14°11 25 30 16 
Sth Mel 16 3 3 10 30 29 12 
Altona 16. 3 2) 11) 19 6017 
SM Rockets 71 «1 «+15 13 72 4 


Northern Division 


O “Eb -E A: Pig 
AIS 18 13 2 3 65 16 41 
Wollongong 19 10 4 5 38 35 34 
UTS 79 4 4 53 26 31 
Syd Utd 7 8 6 3 49 29 30 
QAS 18 8 4 6 38 23 28 
Marconi 18 8 2 8B 34 35 26 
Marconi Colts 18 7 3 B 29 41 24 
Newcastle 176 5 6 36 32 23 
ACTAS 18 5 5 8 23 49 20 
Syd Utd Colts 17,4 3 10 22 48 15 
UTS Colts 18 3 3 12 27 62 12 
NSWIS 17:2 5 10 20 38 11 
Round 22 
Southern Division 
Friday 19 March 
Bentleigh Greens v Carton (6.30 pm, Kingston Heath, subject to change) 
Sunday 15 March 


Heidelberg United v Altona Magic (4 pm, Olympic Village) 
Albury Wodonga v South Melboume (4 pm, Diamond Park) 
Melboume Knights v V1 S (3.30 pm, Knights Stadium) 
Bullen inter, South Melboume Rockets, Gippsland Falcons - Bye 


Northern Division 


Friday 13 March 
Newcastle Breakers vA1S (5 pm, Topper Staciur) 
UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield Colts (5.15 pm, Belmore Sports Ground) 
Saturday 14 March 
Marconi Fairfield v Sydney United (4,30 pm, Marconi Stadium) 
NSW1Sv Wollongong City (5 pm, Valentine Park) 
‘Sydney United Colts v QA S (4 pm, Sydney Utd Sports Centre) 
Monday 16 March 
ACTASVUTS Olympic Colts (5 pm, Seifiert Oval) 
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LTON THE BLUES 


je Carlton 
outfit suffered their 
third home defeat of the sea- 
son when they went down 0- 
1 to Marconi at Optus Oval 
on Saturday. 

Former Melbourne Knights 
striker Adrian Cervinski made 
his debut for the Blues, com- 
ing on as a second-half substi- 
tute. 

The appearance of 
Cervinski and the performance 
of Marco Bresciano were the 
only highlights for the 
Victorian side, 

Carlton's best play of the 
day eventuated in the seventh 
minute when a Lubo 
Lapsansky lob from 20 metres 
struck the crossbar with 


Marconi keeper Ante Covic 
well beaten. 

Opportunities for both 
teams in the first-half were 
minimal with Stallions captain 
Brad Maloney and Brendan 
Renaud having the best 
chances to open the scoring. 

‘The second-half began like 
the first ended; in a dour 
struggle for ascendancy. 

Tt was Marconi who 
pressed the accelerator late in 
the game in search of a win- 
ning goal. 

A Renaud shot in the 46th 
minute struck the side-netting, 
and a minute later South 
Korean import Sang Chul 
‘Yoon should have done better 
with a shot from close range 
which flew wide, 

Carlton also had an oppor- 
tunity to score in the 61st 


minute when striker Andy 
Viahos supplied Bresciano 
with a superb pass, but the 
youngster's lethal strike was 
well saved by Covic. And 
John Markoyski’s curling 
free-kick in the 81st minute 
was brilliantly palmed away 
‘onto the post by Covic, 

The introduction of Sean 
Babic late in the game gave 
Marconi the upper hand. He 
caused the Blues all sorts of 
problems with his pace and 
skill. 

Babic was brought down by 
Con Anthopoulos in the area 
ina clumsy tackle, to give the 
Stallions the chance to take 
the lead from the penalty spot. 

Renaud stepped up to take 
the 83rd minute spot-kick, but 
had it palmed away by Dean 
Anastasiadis, yet his good 


OLYMPIC’S ‘KIDS’ ALL CLASS 


ADELAIDE CITY 


UTS OLYMPIC wsscssccsssecssesssessssesee d 


work was brought undone 
when the visitors snatched a 
goal four minutes into stop- 
page-time. 

Babic’s shot was well 
saved by Anastasiadis but 
Vlado Zoric followed through 
to head the ball into the net... 

Carlton coach Eddie 
Kencevic was a disappointed 
man after the game, saying: 
“Marconi deserved to win, 
they were here to play soccer, 
they were more hungry.” 

Kmeevic stated that he was 
unhappy with his players, 
especially in the second-half. 

“There are a few players 
that need to ask the question 
if they put in enough. It’s 
just not on, absolutely not 
‘on, the hunger today was 
pathetic.” 

Marconi coach Zoran Matic 


By Val Migliaccio 


Us Olympic stunned an 
out of form Adelaide 
City with a well deserved 1- 
0 victory at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. The visitors had 
winners all over the park 
with the teenage brigade of 
Brett Emerton, Leo Carle 
and Nick Carle setting the 
pace and running the 
Zebras ragged. 

Leo Carle set up Norman 
Tome for the only goal of the 
match in the 24th minute. He 
floated a 30-metre ball inside 
the Zebras penalty area for 
Tome to volley home from 
six metres into the top corner 
of the net. 

Emerton is fast emerging 
as the best all round player in 
the A-league with his excel 
lent workrate and maturity far 


beyond his years. 

‘Olympic stole the limelight 
nullifying Zebra. striker 
Damian Mori and his partner 
Michael Brooks. 

City opened the stanza 
with electrifying pace and 
controlled the proceedings for 
the first 15 minutes. Scott 
Thomas broke down the right 
in the 17th minute and fired 
in a cross which was deflect- 
ed by an Olympic defender 
into the path of keeper Bob 
Catlin, whose lightning 


reflexes kept the ball out of 
the net. 

After the opening goal the 
match was bottled up in mid- 
field — Olympic winning the 
battle with the Carle brothers 
showing a touch of South 
American class with cheeky 
back heels and turning the 
Zebra midfielders on a six- 
pence. 

Brooks nearly had the 
answer for the Zebras in the 
43rd minute when, in a 
counter-attack, he chipped 
Catlin from 18-metres only to 
be foiled by the crossbar and, 
in the 52nd minute, Brooks 
again latched onto a loose 
ball from 25-metres and thun- 
dered a shot into the crossbar, 

Five minutes later Zebra 
midfielder Dino Mennillo 
crossed the ball inside the 
area and Brad Armour 
smashed in a piledriver from 


KNIGHTS SURGE INTO CONTENTION 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 3 CANBERRA COSMOS 


ten metres only to be foiled 
by Catlin who turned the shot 
around the post. 

Mori, the league’s leading 
goalscorer with 17 goals, was 
having to drop back into mid- 
field to receive the ball as ser- 
vice was hard to come by and 
he was eventually substituted 
in the 69th minute, replaced 
by Olyroo squad member 
Travis Dodd. 

‘The Zebras pushed hard in 
the final minutes and in the 
88th minute Olympic coun- 
tered with Chris Kalantzis 
supplying a cross for substi- 
tute Elias Augerinos who had 
his header cleared off the 
line. 

In the 93rd minute 
Emerton broke for Olympic 
and nearly capped off a per- 
fect night for himself only to 
see his final effort sail over 
the top of the crossbar. 


By John Rigas 


AM Bee Knights have 
trengthened their 
claim for a finals berth after 
hammering Canberra 
Cosmos 3-1 at Knights 
Stadium on Sunday. 

Melbourne now have real 
sniff for the play-offs if they 
can continue their sterling per- 
formances. 

The first real chance of the 
game arrived in the 28th 
minute when a Dale Wingell 
cross was met by Harry James 
who forced Joe Didulica into a 
fine save. 

Moments later Knights 


skipper Andrew Marth tried 
his luck form 25-yards, but his 
attempt flew narrowly past the 
upright. 

And a strike on the turn 
from John Didulica forced 
Canberra goalkeeper Tony 
Giannasca into a sensational 
save as he palmed the ball 
away for a comer. 

Knights kept the pressure 
‘on the Cosmos and it came as 
no surprise when they opened 
the scoring after 41 minutes, 
‘Marth finding the back of the 
net for the first time this sea~ 
son after hitting a first time 
shot past Giannasca via @ 
through ball from Didulica. 

The Knights continued to 


pressure Canberra in the sec- 
ond-half by going 2-0 up after 
53 minutes. 

Tom Pondeljak raced for- 
ward from the halfway line to 
set up striker Ivan Kelic who 
powered his shot from close 
range. 

A minute later Kelic tumed 
provider for Pondeljak who 
was denied by-Giannasca after 
a powerful strike. 

‘Canberra pressed forward 
on a rare occasion to score a 
consolation goal in the 57th 
minute through Jason Dunn 
from a cross by Dale Wingell. 

Knights’ Olyroo squad 
member Zeljko Susa came 
close to scoring in the 61st 


minute when his rocket shot 
was well blocked by 


Melbourne had one more: 
attempt on goal in the 63rd 
minute through Kelic, who hit 
the crossbar, before Susa 
scored the third goal. 

An Ante Deak ball found 
Susa who steamed forward to 
score with a first time shot 
which gave the Canberra 
defence no chance. 

Cosmos had import Kim 
sent-off after two bookable 
offences in the 85th minute. 
Kim had only lasted 18 min- 
utes after coming on as substi- 


tute, 
Melbourne Knights coach 
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described the ground as a 
bumpy one, saying that it was 
very hard for both sets of 
players to control the ball. 


Ken Worden thought his team 
oroduced a workmanlike per- 
formance stating: “We kept 


“i i 
Viado Zoric: Scored the vital goal. 


Jason Dunn: Scored Cosmos’ consolation goal 


The news does not get any 
better for Carlton with striker 
Markovski suspended for the 
next two games. 


things tight and we came out 
with a lot of enthusiasm.” 


ZEBRAS: Petkovi, 
Armour, Ivanovic, 
‘Tobin, Costanzo (Yates 
78), Mori (Dodd 69), 
Mennillo, Gibson, 
‘Trajanovski, Brooks, 
Thomas. 


OLYMPIC: Catlin, 
Ciantar, Juric, Baillie, 
‘Tome (Poimer 66), 
‘Teekenis, Emerton, » 
Kalantzis, Rastall, 
Carle (Augerinos 62), 
Carle (Petratos 83), 


SCORER i 

‘Olympic: Tome 23 
Pa, 

CROWD: 4,642 


i, 
POW : 
a: (0), 
2L,Carle (80) 
1 Catlin (60) 


| ENEES uh Didulica 
wacevic, J ; Banini 
(Markoyski 81), Marth, 
Pondeljak, Kelic (Collins 
83), Susa, Nastevski, Joh 
| Didulica, Deak, 


COSMOS: Giannasca, 
Dee, Roberts, “6 
‘Haythornwaite, Ravanel 
James, Musitano (Kim), 


Pitinch Da 
95), Be ad 


SCORERS: 


PO! 7 
3 John Didulica (MK) 
2Marth (MK) 


@& ABsw 


Carlton SC 
Perth Glory 
Wollongong Wolves 


0 Marconi Fairfield 
2 Gippsland Falcons 
1 South Melbourne 


4 Brisbane Strikers 4 Newcastle Breakers 2 
4 Melbourne Knights 3 Canberra Cosmos 4 
2 Sydney United 2 Adelaide Sharks 1 


Adelaide City 0 UTS Olympic 1 


2.50 
2.25 
2.50 
2.00 
2.25 


our 


Newcastle Breakers 3.50 
UTS Olympic 3.25 
Marconi Stallions 3.25 
Gippsland Falcons 3.25 
Melbourne Knights 3.50 
Adelaide Sharks = 3.25 
Canberra Cosmos 3.50 


4 


es 


Adelaide City 
Cariton SC 
Sydney United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
Perth Glory 
South Melbourne 


enty-Two Fixtures 
of SportOdds 


2.50 
2.75 
2.50 
3.50 
2.75 


132 946 


SportOdias 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


that's 132 WIN 


Deouned 22 


REUCEHK 


Newcastle Breakers y 
‘Adelaide City 

Having won at home in their 
last start against a top six side 
the Breakers will be looking to 
repeat the dose against the 
Zebras. Adelaide City’s last 
away game ended in defeat and 
they will be out to steady the 
ship in terms of games on the 
toad. 
Prediction: Draw 


Marconi Fairfield v 
Sydney United 
Marconi’s record at home is 
‘ot t00 bad this season, having 
only lost twice there, while 


By Stuart Jones 


United's record on the road is 
the best of any NSL team. In 
Round & this game ended 1-1 
while last season United lost 1-3 
at home but won 3-0 away to 
Marconi. This pair drew over 
20,000 people over their two 
matches last season. 
Prediction: Marconi 


Canberra Cosmos y 
South Melbourne 

Canberra caused a bit of an 
upset by going to Melbourne 
and drawing in Round 8 and 
Souths are on the lookout to 
gain the points they felt they lost 
in this match, 


Cosmos actually defeated 
South Melbourne 1-0 at home 
last season, Canberra have con- 
ceded and scored 17 goals in ten 
games at home whilst Souths 
have scored 19 and conceded 17 
on their travels this season. 


Prediction: South 
Melbourne 
Gippsland v Wollongong 


Wollongong has one of the 
poorer away records whilst the 
Falcons home record is not hot 
either, Winning this clash 3-1 
last year, and having put 
Gippsland to the sword (2-0) 
this season, the Wolves will 
Took to build on this recent suc- 
cess. Frank Arok though, will be 
ut to trip up yet another top six 
side in his quest to put the 
Falcons among the top six in his 
final season with them. 
Prediction: Wollongong 


Adelaide Sharks y 
Perth Glory “ 

The Sharks’ home record is 
fantastic, having lost twice and 
drawn only one game at home 
all season. Perth's away record 
has been solid but they did lose 
their last away start. For the 
Sharks this is a ‘must-win’ and 
they are looking to repeat or 
even improve on the 3-1 score- 
Tine in their favour last season. 
The Sharks drew with Perth 2-2 
at Perth Oval earlier this term. 

Prediction: Adelaide Sharks 


Melbourne Knights v 
Brisbane Strikers 
Brisbane are travelling to 
Melbourne looking for revenge 
for the 1-0 defeat suffered at the 
hands of the Knights in their 
championship winning season. 
Melbourne are always tough at 


home, as the likes of Adelaide 
City have found out recently, 
and they will be out to forge 
another Win. 


Prediction: Melbourne 
Knights 
UTS Olympic v Carlton 


The rejuvenated Olympic are 
home again and looking to build 
on their last home win against 
Perth. Friday night football is 
back at Belmore and Olympic 
are hoping to do the double over 
the Blues from Melbourne after 
defeating them by the odd goal 
in Round 8. 

Carlton, however, have only 
lost the once away this season 
which is a pretty formidable 
record which I think will tip the 
scales in favour of the points 
being shared in this one. 

Prediction: Draw 


ERICSSON CUP TABLE 


DL 

South Melbourne 6 3 

Sydney United 2111 6 4 32 20 39 
Adelaide City 2113 7 39 8 36 
Carlton SC 218.9 4 27 2 33 
Wollongong City 2110 2 9 42 26 32 
Melboume Knights 219 5 7 32 26 32 
Marconi Fairfield 219 5 7 24 24 32 
Perth Glory 29 4 8 2 33 31 
Gippstand Falcons 21.7 6 8 22 26 27 
UTS Olympic 218 3 «10 28 37 27 
Adelaide Sharks 21.7 4 «10 26 31 25 
Brisbane Strikers 216 3 2 20 31 2 
Newcastle Breakers 213 6 12 26 44 15 
Canberra Cosmos 3 6 


ERICSSON CUP LEADING 
SCORERS 


Damian Mori Adelaide City 
Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 
Scott Chipperfield Wollongong City 
Norman Tome Sydney Olympic 


17 
13 
12 
11 
10 Tom Pondeljak Melbourme Knights 
10 Paul Trimboli South Melbourne 
8 Sydney United 

8 Canberra Cosmos 
8 

8 

8 

8 


South Melbourne 


Abbas Saad 
Peter Buljan 
John Anastasiadis 


Anthony Surjan —_ Wollongong City 
Clayton Zane Newcastle Breakers 
John Markovski Carlton 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 
SOCCER CLUB INC. 


NSW GLAMOUR CLUB 
LEICHHARDT TIGERS 


1s seeking the services of a Youth League 
Coach for one of their elite squads in the NSW 
Super Youth League competitions. 


In the interim a coach who does not yet possess 
the required Level 2 certificate, if interested, 
should also seek appointment. 


Please direct all enquiries to the club’s office on 
9565 2299 during business hours or 
alternatively ring A.H. on 018 276 763. 


® 


92-94 Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW 2050 
Postal Address; PO Box 225, Haberfield NSW 2045. 
Australia 
Telephone 61-2 9565 2299 (7 lines) 
Facsimile 61-2 9550 2946 


STANMORE HAWKS SC 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 
DIVISION 2 


YOUTH LEAGUE 3) 


Limited outfield positions now 
available with our U/14 and U/16 teams. 


GOALKEEPERS ALSO REQUIRED 
For U/15s AND-U/16s. 


Interested players must attend 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Time: 6PM (SHARP) 


Venue: MAHONEY RESERVE 
MARRICKVILLE 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


Leo - 0417 678 607 or sam 0413 872 808 
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GLORY CLINCH A THRILLER 


PERTH GLORY .. 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS .....:.::0:000004 


By Richard | Kreider 


surprise penalty 

decision by referee 
Wayne Dade in the fifth 
minute of second-half 
stoppage time, together with 
two breathtaking saves from 
Anthony Franken enabled 
Perth Glory to clinch a long- 
awaited home win at the 
expense of Gippsland 
Falcons last Sunday, 

Even the Falcons goal came 
about from a bizzare decision 
that bewildered everyone at a 
hot and humid Perth Oval. 

“L can’t comment too much 
on the referee. I'm in enough 
trouble with them as it is,” 
said a diplomatic Glory coach 
Gary Maroechi. 

“T will say that in the end 
however, the ball turned 


around for us,” he said. 

Even Falcons coach Frank 
Arok camouflaged his true 
thoughts of the referee’s 
performance. “We can beat 
anyone with a normal 
referee,” he quipped in typical 
manner. 

“I won't however, put the 
blame entirely on them, we 
had two good opportunities 
that could have given us the 
game. Up until the first 
sending-off, they (Glory) did 
not create one decent chance. 
That’s why the result is a little 
hard to swallow,” Arok said. 

‘The win left the Perth club 
still in eighth position and 
Gippsland ninth, four points 
adrift, 

As had so often been the 
case, the Glory started the 
more commanding, but it was 
their opposition that found the 


PATCHED UP 


net first after eight minutes, 
albeit in bizarre 
circumstances. A Falcons 
corer was delivered too high 
of the Glory goal and went 
out of touch near the other 
comer-flag. Strangely, another 
comer was awarded, and this 
time Will Hastie picked out 
Claudio Canosa who forced a 
header into the net through a 
pack of players. 

But the setback only lifted 
the determination in the home 
side as they looked for a 
breakthrough of their own. 

Samson Siasia, Bobby 
Despotovski, Paul Strudwick, 
Scott Miller and “Man-of-the- 
Match’ Vinko Buljubasic all 
had chances on goal only to 
see them either miss by 
centimetres or saved by the 
reliable Jim Kourtis. 

The Falcons however, 


could have gone further ahead 
a minute from the break when 
a searching centre from 
Falcons’ star defender Tony 
Sekulic dropped to Nick 
Tsaltas who directed a 
powerful header on target, but 
Franken was in the right 
position to make a superb 
fingertip save. 

The game tilted in Glory’s 
favour five minutes after the 
restart when Hastie was sent- 
off for a foul on Despotovski, 
to go with a 31st minute 
yellow-card after an 
infringement on Tony 
Carbone, Carbone in fact, was 
inspirational for his side with 
his distinctive deep runs into 
the oppostion danger-zone. 

Ten minutes later the Glory 
eventually equalised when 
Vas Kalogeracos netted from 
close-range. But, as the Perth 


SYDNEY UNITED. 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 


By John | Economos 


ydney United, despite 

missing no less than six 
regular players through 
suspensions, injury or 
illness, gallantly got back on 
the winning trail last Sunday 
night by defeating the 
Adelaide Sharks 2-1 in front 
of their smallest crowd of 
the season of about 500, 

Adding to the Sharks’ 
woes, ten minutes from full- 
time referee Eddie Lennie 
flashed the red card to 
substitute striker Jose Iriarte 
who had come on in the 60th 
minute to replace striker 
Andrew Borghetto. Iriarte 


lashed out in retaliation in a 
scuffle with United’s 
tenacious midfielder Peter 
Bennett, 

United were without four of 
their regular defenders 
(Barrett, Kupresak, Vrkic and 
Plesa) all serving suspensions, 
as well as their twin strikers 
Abbas Saad (family illness) 
and David Mitchell (medial 
ligaments). 

The Sharks snatched the 
lead five minutes before the 
break through a horrendous 
blunder by their international 
towering goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac. 

A delicate chip into the box 
over the top of United's 
defence by midfielder Richie 


Alagich seemed harmless 
enough as Kalac raced out to 
gather in. But inexplicably 
Kalac dropped the ball 
through his legs allowing left 
midfielder Corey Artone to 
race around and tap into an 
empty net, 

The South Australians 
desperately hung onto that 
slender lead well into the 
second half until a penalty 
scored by United’s lanky 
skipper Paul Bilokapic for a 
blatant handball by centre- 
back Billy  Misailidis 
momentarily ‘balanced the 
books’. 

United's striker Mario 
Jerman hit the ultimate winner 
in the 77th when his delicate 


CONTROVERSY RUINS VITAL SOUTH WIN 


lob deflected off an Adelaide 
defender’s outstretched boot 
and sailed gently under the 
crossbar. 

Adelaide suffered an early 
setback when they lost star 
midfield playmaker Lou 
Hristodoulou in the 19th 
minute with a pulled 
hamstring. 

The first session was 
lacklustre with just two shots 
fired in at the targets, one at 
each end, 

Mitchell after the break 
brought on teenager Jason 
Culina who added much 
needed zip in United's centre- 
line and striker Mile 
Sterjovski tested out a fully 
stretched Adelaide goalkeeper 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES ......ccs000f 


SOUTH MELBOURN 


Warners Wolves 
played 70 minutes 
with ten men before going 
down 2-1 to leaders South 
Melbourne at Brandon Park 
on Sunday night. 

The Wolves had wingback 
Alvin Ceccoli sent from the 
field by referee Brett Hugo in 
a sensational incident. Ceccoli 
claimed the referee simply got 
the wrong man, 

With South Melbourne 
leading 1-0, the home team 
were awarded a penalty and 
marker Jason Connolly put his 
spot kick wide of the right 


st. 

South Melbourne defender 
Con Blatsis then fell to the 
ground and his team-mates 
surrounded Hugo claiming he 


10 


had been head-butted. 

Hugo walked across to 
Ceccoli and ordered him off. 

‘The Linesman at the far end 
of the field then attracted the 
referee and as a result 
Connolly was shown the 
yellow card. 

Ceccoli said afier the game 
he was innocent, “I didn’t 
touch anyone,” he said. 

“Blatsis might have been 
struck but I certainly didn’t do 
it” 

Before Connolly took the 
penalty, three South 
Melbourne players were 
booked. 

Blatsis received a yellow 
card for his foul on Perinich in 
the box then Nick Orlic and 
Tansel Baser followed for 
dissent. 

The game was a lively 
affair and the visitors were 


never able to take advantage 
of their numerical advantage. 
In the second-half they looked 
listless at times. 

Matt Horsley had a great 
game in defence for 
Wollongong while Paul 
Trimboli was South 
Melbourne's best. 

South went ahead from a 
quick break after just seven 
minutes George 
Goutzioulis showing pace 
before beating Wolves 
goalkeeper Brett Hughes from 
10 metres. 

After 32 minutes, the hard- 
working Wolves were level. 

Kosta Salapasidis and Scott 
Chipperfield were involved in 
the build-up before Tony 
Perinich beat goalkeeper 
Michael Petkovic with a 
header. 

Seven minutes later the 


visitors regained their lead, 
From a Goran Lozanovski 
corner on the right, an 
unmarked Vaughan Coveny 
headed home what was to 
prove the winner. 

Wollongong, playing with a 
strong wind at their backs in 
the second-half, created more 
chances than the league 
leaders. 

Horsley watched a lob pass 
centimetres wide of the left 
post after a cross from Noel 
Spencer. Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulols said after 
the game he was proud of the 
character shown by his 
players. 

He said he was confident 
the Wolves would finish in the 


top six. 

South Melbourne coach 
‘Ange Postecoglou he was 
always confident of winning 
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iy pressed for the winner, it 
was making them susceptible 
fo counter-attack, which 
Falcons substitutes Levent 
Osman and Archie Thompson 
exploited in the 80th and 89th 
minute respectively, but both 
one-on-one duels with 
Franken were won 
emphatically by the former 
Socceroo keeper (celebrating 
his 250th Ericsson Cup 
appearance), who has 
reportedly been looked at by 
Sydney club Northern Spirit. 
The game then came to a 
stunning climax a minute into 
added time when Sekulic was 
sent-off for a behind-the-play 
foul on Scott Halpin, who was 
floored inside the Falcons 
penalty area. 
After a few minutes of 


i 7 
Balbas, G. se 
dwick, 


ce 


heated exchanges, 

Despotoyski stepped up and CROWD: 11264 
drilled the spot-kick past 

Kourtis’ right hand, which Bobby Despotovski: POY’ yr 
produced a deafening roar of Scored the vital goal 


3 Baljubasie (PG) 
2-Carbone (PG) 
1 Franken (PG) 


delight from the 11,260 
crowd, Such was the 
importance of the kick, 
Glory’s Miller couldn’t bear to 
watch, 


The second-half finally 
ended after nine minutes of 
added time! 

‘The Glory have finally won 
at home, 


David Miller early in the and we really have to dig in 
second-half when he rifled a deep as we have a lot of work 
efi-foot rocket from the edge to do. We defended solidly but 
of the box. lost Lou (Hristodoulou) and 
Four minutes from the Con (Kokkinoplitis) with 
break United’s left midfielder —_ injuries during the match. 
Marcus Phillips was. “As far as Iriarte’s sending 
desperately unlucky not to off was concerned, well it 
have trebled United's showed him up as 
scoreline as he dribbled past undisciplined and there was 
two defenders, but his final _ no excuse for it as it cost us in 
flick at the target cannoned off _ the end heavily.” 
the base of the left upright. Meanwhile a relieved 
‘A very disappointed United coach Dave Mitchell 
Adelaide coach Adrian reflected: “We deserved the 
Sandtrac stated later: “This win as we took the game to 
was a tragic result for us as them in the first-half, even 
next week we face Perth Glory though we copped a bad goal, 


SYDNEY Second-half we worked well 


SYDNEY UNITED; Kalac, 
Rudan, Hooker, Munro 
(J.Culina 46), J.Moric, © 
Burns, Bilokapic, Phillips, 
Bennett, Sterjovski, 
Jerman (Bosevski 89) 


AD SHARKS: Miller, 
Pezos, Misailidis, 
Kuzmanovie, Kokkinoplitis 
(landorio 72), Tibaldi, L, 
Hristodoulou (Cutillo 
19th), Alagich, Artone 
Borghett (Iriarte 6) 
Durie. BS, 
SCORERS. 

Unie Bloke 6p, 


Adelaide Sharks; Artone 39 
CROWD: 600 (approx) 


PO) 
3 Rudan (United) 

2 Bilokapic (United), 
1 Durie (Adelaide), 


and a lot of team spirit was 
shown by everyone.” 

Best for the victors were 
giant central marker Mark 
Rudan and skipper Paul 
Bilokapic, whilst Adelaide's 
best were striker Alex Duric 
and midfielder Richie 


WOLLONGON 
Hughes, Ceccoli, Stan 
Connolly, Horsley,» 
Chipperfield, Souris, 
Spencer (Dimoski 66) 
Perinich, Masi, 
Salapasidis (Naumoyski 


SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Petkovie, De Amicis, 
Orlie, Blatsis, 
Panopoulos, Covney 
(Boutsianis 74), Trimboli, 
Loranovski Catala 


Con Blatsis: Involved in the controversy. 


after it was 2-1 at half-time. Blatsis about the send-off 
Postecoglou would not _ incident. 
allow the media to talk to 


TOLLENAERE STRIKES BACK 


BRISBANE STRIKERS ...scscssessesere 4 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS .......0.0001 


By Glenn Davis 


Me’ Law continued 
1VEto haunt Brisbane 
Strikers when held to a 1-1 
draw against improving 


Newcastle Breakers at 
Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night. 


The reigning champions 
have now lost midfielder Nick 
Meredith for the rest of their 
season in a training mishap, 
skipper Glenn Gwynne with 
severe concussion in the 
second-half, then had Olyroo 
squad member Steve Laybutt 
sent-off in the dying stages for 
a second cautionable offence. 
And just to rub salt into the 
Strikers’ bleeding wounds, 
former team-mate Reece 
Tollenaere, who is playing on 
loan with Newcastle, pinched 


the equaliser. That was his 
fourth goal for his adopted 
club that went into this game 
without suspended striker 


Clayton Zane. 
It’s little — wonder 
player/coach Frank Farina had 


few nice words for referee 
Con Diomis after a match 
which lacked fire and 
brimstone yet yielded six 
bookings as well as the send- 
off. 

“We didn’t play well and 
couldn't keep possession. 
But the referee left a lot to 
be desired. It wasn't a 
vicious game but we had six 
yellow cards and a booking. 

“At the end of the day it 
costs players money and 


spoils the game. It’s 
scandalous.” 
Tollenaere’s goal, a delicate 


lob over keeper Clint Bolton’s 


head with eight minutes to go, 
cancelled out Andrew 
Harper's 65th minute goal for 
the Strikers. 

Harper, who again came off 
the bench, recorded a double 
milestone in his 250th national 
league appearance with his 
90th national league goal and 
only his second for the 
Strikers since scoring from the 
penalty spot last December. 

His goal came after a series 
of corners for the home side, 
and he capitalised on a loose 
ball which rebounded off 
Newcastle keeper Brad 
Swancott and through a 
congested goalmouth. 

The loss of Gwynne was a 
major turning point in the 
game after the consistent 
defender was felled in a 
sickening head clash with 
team-mate Chris Zoricich. 


KNIGHTS’ CHAMPAGNE SOCCER 


The Strikers played with 
ten men for seven minutes 
while Gwynne was receiving 
treatment in the dressing room 
before he returned briefly. 

He lasted only a few 
minutes more before he was 
forced to leave again, forcing 
Farina to shuffle his defence 
by bringing on substitute Gary 
Blackford. 

‘The Strikers has used up all 
their replacements when Sean 
Cranney came on for Andrew 
Brayshaw in the 65th minute 
just after midfielder Jeromy 
Harris also went down with an 
injured ankle. 

Harris was then pushed up 
front and was virtually on one 
leg for the remainder of the 
game which may have 
contributed to Newcastle 
drawing level late in the game. 


[MELBOURNE KNIGHTS vicseessssesnned 


ADELAIDE a 


Round 7 fixture 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


Ae turning in their 
ost insipid perfor- 
mance of the season against 
Carlton three days earlier, 
Melbourne Knights put 
themselves back into top six 
contention with a solid win 
over Adelaide City, 

Tt was only 2-0, but it could 
have been more had it not 
been for keeper Jason 
Petkovic and some wasteful 
finishing from the Knights. 

Early on and Tom 
Pondeljak robbed the normally 


reliable Milan Ivanovic to 
have what would be the first 
of many scoring opportunities. 

From then on it was one 
way traffic with Adelaide City 
not managing a shot on target 
until the last minute. 


‘There had been a flu bug in 
the Adelaide City camp and 
some players were in doubt 
for the game, but coach John 


Nyskohus refused to use that 
as an explanation. 

“There’s no excuse when 
you cross the white line, 


players put their hands up and 
say they’re okay.” 
Knights coach Ken 


Worden, after saying that 
some of his players were 
“either not committed, or 
simply not good enough” after 
the Carlton game, was 
delighted with his team’s win, 

“It was champagne 
football,” said Worden. 

Every Knights player was 
well on top of their opponent, 
particularly Ransford Banini, 
who kept leading scorer 
Damian Mori very quiet. 


Petkovic made his first save 
in the tenth minute, denying 
Ivan Kelic after another 
defensive mistake, this time 
from Alex Tobin. 


Four minutes later the goal 
duly arrived courtesy of 
Knights’ top scorer Pondeljak. 

Andrew Marth played the 
ball into the area, John 


CANBERRA COSMOS. 


«1 GIPPSLAND FALCONS uo... 


By Nick Guoth 


ippsland _ Falcons 

brought themselves one 
step closer to joining the Top 
Six with a solid win over a 
disappointing Canberra 
Cosmos outfit. 

The 3-1 victory lifted the 
Falcons to within two points 
of Marconi in sixth place 
(going into the Perth Glory 
game last weekend). 

With the move to Monday 
nights, all remaining Cosmos 
games are to be played at the 
tedeveloped Bruce Stadium. 

A lively start looked set to 
provide the small crowd with 
what could have been an 
entertaining game. Canberra 


custodian, Tony Giannasca 
attempted to intercept a long 
through ball, but was unable 
to secure possession. Nick 
Tsaltas broke free and sent in 
a looping cross for Brian 
MacNicol to head home. 

Then, still within the first 
five minutes of the game, 
Cosmos” Ante Moric put Paul 
Dee through and his jinking 
move forced Will Hastie to 
foul him and set up a penalty. 
Moric stepped up but his lame 
shot barely made it to the goal 
line, and provided Jim Kourtis 
with no problem. 

Both sides had a few more 
chances in the first half with 
Tony Sekulic the closest with 
a chip that was just palmed 
over the bar by Giannasca. 

Right on half-time 
Canberra had it’s best 
‘opportunity to equalise when 


Harry James met the ball just 
before Kourtis. Fortunately for 
the visitors Clayton Bell was 
on the line to head away. 

As in the first-half, the 
second opened up in 
spectacular fashion. Three 
minutes in, Canberra were 
awarded a free kick just 
outside the box. Moric sent 
the ball to the far post where 
Toplica Popovich headed the 
ball into the ground and past 
Kourtis. 

This was Canberra's best 
period with both Moric and 
James sending clean shots 
towards goal to test Kourtis. 
But with ten minutes past 
MacNicol sent a ball to 
substitute Archie Thompson. 
He manoeuvred past both 
Haythornthwaite and 
Popovich before sending ‘the 
ball past Giannasca from an 


acute angle. 

From here on it was 
Gippsland on attack. As much 
as Canberra put more players 
in attack they could not get 
through the solid defensive 
structure set up by the rock 
solid Falcons, marshalled 
superbly by Tony Sekutic. 

With just over 15 minutes 
to go the game was put out of 
reach by the Falcons. Best on 
the field, Brian MacNicol, 
combined with Thompson 
again, this time sending a low 
cross which was met at the 
near post. 

Canberra coach Branko 
Culina was obviously not 
pleased with the result and 
stated: “We started off on the 
wrong foot and never 
recovered. We need to look at 
ourselves. What we are 
providing the supporters is not 
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_Match Reports 


Didulica was first on the scene 
put took a fresh air shot. 
Pondeljak then managed to get 
his shot through a crowd of 
layers and past an unsighted 
tkovic. 

Chances continued to come 
and go for the Knights — Ivan 
Kelic probably should have 
done a little better with two 
headers midway through the 
half, but two minutes into the 
second period the Knights had 
a little breathing space with a 
second goal. 

Ivan Kelic knocked in the 
rebound after a number of 
efforts were blocked by 
Petkovic. 

‘The visitors’ keeper had a 
little help, however, when the 
post stopped both John 
Didulica and Kelic from 
extending the scoreline, 

Knights keeper Joe 
Didulica had been a spectator 
for most of the match, but 
finally had a bit of work in the 


‘Goal Machine’ ... Breakers’ Reece Tollenaere in his 
Strikers days. 


90th minute, saving from 
Zebra substitute Michael 
Brooks, 

“Tt was absolutely magical 
football, we made more 
chance tonight than we have 
in the past three games,” said 
asmiling Worden, 

“Tt was an excellent team 
performance with some very 
good individual showings.” 

Meanwhile John Nyskohus 
was not so complimentary. 

“We were totally outplayed 
and if wasn’t for Jason 
(Petkovic), we would have 
been demolished. 

“That was our worst 
performance of the year ... it’s 
just not good enough,” ended 
a livid Nyskohus. 

Perhaps the backlog of 
games finally took its toll on 
the hard working Zebras? 

As for the Knights, they 
showed that a spot in the 
Finals is a distinct possibility, 


Tony Sekulic: TRnciter. classy EIR 


acceptable. 

A jubilant Frank Arok said: 
“This was a rewarding result. 
We came with a set way to 
play; to cut out the midfield. 


The guys showed some 
character and resilience. We 
were very positive and 
deserved the points.” 


STRIKERS: Bolton, 
Gwynne Blackford 70), 
Bell, Zoricich, T. 
Cramney, Invincible, 
Brayshaw (S. Cranney 
65) Hews, Harris, 
Laybutt, Brownlie 
(Harper 54), 


BREAKERS: Swancott, 
Sprod, Pryce, “) 
McManus, Ironside, 
Tollenaere, Bennett, 
West, McGuire, 


Langone, Bosnar. 
SCORERS 

Strikers: Harper 65, 
N ews Tollenaere 82 


CROWD: 3,129 
{ 


Poy 

3 Laybutt (BS) 
2 Bennett (NB) 
1 Hews (BS) 


KNIGHTS: Joe Didulica, 
Kovacevic, Jolic, Banini 
(Markovski 81), Marth, 
Pondeljak, Kelic (Collina 


89), Susa, Nastevski, 
Join Dials ala: 


eM 
5 


ZEBRAS: Petkoyic, 
Armour (Brooks 75), 
Yates, Ivanovic, Tobin, 
Costanzo (Brazzale 59), 
Mori, Mennillo, Gibson, 


a. 
; Pondeljak 14, 
ae 


CROWD: 2,500 
(QPPFOX) 9! 


POY 

3; Kovacevic (MK) 

2: John Didulica (MK), 
1; Susa (MK) 


COSMOS; Giannasea, 
Dee, Moric, Hunter, 
Kelly, James (Brown 
68), Buljan, Wingell 
(Prenzoski 63), 
Popovich, 
Haythornthwaite, 
Kim. 


FALCONS: Kourtis, 
Sekulic, Bell, Gotis, 
Palamaris, Marcina, 
Tsaltas, Foy (Osman 
78), MacNicol 
(Mihajlovic 82), 
Tricarico (Thompson 
45), Hastie, 


SCORERS 
Costas: Popovich 48 
Falcons: MacNicol 2, 

‘THbhipson $575 


CROWD: 2,016 


3 MacNicol (GE) 
2Sekulic (GF) 
1 Popovich (CC) 
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‘ostecogiou's 

‘He’s entrenched in 

our first eleven, the future 
is really bright for him.” 


BILL DAMIANOS 


Bill Damianos runs a very close second to Paul Trimboli in the hearts of South 
Melbourne supporters. 

Alongside Sydney Olympic’s Brett Emerton, he is the most gifted young player in 
the country and it was no major surprise to see him called up to the Socceroo 
squad for the recent Four Nation Tournament. 

He started playing with Yarraville at U/8 level and then moved to Sunshine 
George Cross. when he was 12, 

After three years there it was onto South Melbourne where he played in the 
youth team for two years before making his debut aged 17 against West Adelaide. 

Since then he has become a firm favourite of the South fans with his vision, 
faultless passing and ability to score spectacular goals as stand out features (his 
two goals against Melbourne Knights earlier in the season were both from the top 
shelf). 

A modest young man, Damianos admits his season is going “okay, | suppose. 
I've had a couple of disappointing games, but I’ve been pretty happy with my 
form.” 

It was that form that saw him selected in the Socceroo squad, aged just 
20. 
“It was a bit of a surprise, I’d been playing alright and there were a 
lot of other good players who didn’t get picked.” = 

Even though he didn’t figure in any of the games, 
happy to be in the squad and under Terry Venables. 

Damianos will be a key player in the 2000 Olympics side, just 
as he was in Malaysia with the Young Socceroos, and is sure to 
be in future Socceroo' World Cup campaigns. 

Former coach Frank Arok was the one who gave 
Damianos his chance, but he says that every coach. 
he’s ever had has helped in some way. =% 

Of Ange Postecoglou he says: “Ange has developed 
into really good coach, he lets players express 
themselves.” 

A contract overseas isn’t really important to Damianos at the moment, winning 
the league is his first goal, and he is confident that they will go close. 

“We went through a bit of a bad patch with all those draws at one stage, but 
now we've bounced back and are playing great soccer at the moment.” 

He is bound to be playing in Europe sooner rather than later, and has already 
attracted interest from abroad. 

Greek club Panathinaikos were said to be interested in him, but for the moment 
he is content at South Melbourne. 

“Maybe if we win the championship I'll go to Europe. But I'm in no hurry, at the 
moment it doesn’t matter when I go, I’m still young.” 


he was very 


A good future ahead of him, 
lat sweeper he has become an. 
jaccomplished player for us." 


TANSEL BASER 


For a player who only started playing soccer seriously around five years ago, Tansel 
Baser has come a long way. 

Now aged 19, he has travelled the world playing for the Young Socceroos, called 
into the Olyroo squad and is a regular starter in possibly the best team in the Ericsson 
Cup. 

He played Aussie Rules before going to play with the U/16s at Broadmeadows City, 
From there Baser went for trials that South Melbourne's youth team was holding, In 
the three days he was on show, Baser made an enormous impression, particularly on 
the coach at the time, Frank Arok, 

Arok, says Baser, really helped him along in those formative years at the club. He. 
was introduced into first-team action by the ex-Socceroo coach, who described him at 
the time as a possible future Socceroo left-back. 

lie has swapped positions with Fausto de Amicis in recent games, taking over at 
sweeper, a position he has handled with ease. 

At sweeper, Baser has consistently been among South Melbourne's best players, 
displaying calmness and composure and not the nerves that one might expect any 
young player to have stepping into such an important position. 

“It's been quite good playing there, it has worked well for 
the team,” Baser says.of his-pesitional switch, 
“tt’s an okay position but I'm happy to play anywhere as 
long as | am playing,” 
Although always grateful to Arok, Baser is happy with the 
faith that Ange Postecoglou has shown in him. 
“Ange has been really good to me, giving me the opportunities 
to play and become a regular first-team member." 
The youngster’s consistency has seen him selected in the Olyroo 
squad to play against Brazil, and he was a member of the squad that 
took part in the World Youth Championships in Malaysia last year, an 
experinece Baser will never forget. 
“It was fantastic, especially the Argentina game. To beat the world 
champions 4-3 was terrific. 

“It was a great tournament, playing against the best in the world at your age level.” 

From there he has progressed to the Olympic team coached by Raul Blanco. 

“Raul Blanco has been great, just as Les Scheinflug was with the Young Socceroos.” 

Baser naturally hopes to reach the senior Socceroo squad, but first wishes to 
secure a spot in the 2000 Olympic squad. He says it’s every young player's ambition 
to play overseas and he is no exception. 

“I'm hoping to go for trials next year or maybe the year after,” he adds. 

For now Baser has one simple goal, to help South Melbourne win the 
championship. 


+6 


By Dwyght Taffnell 
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GEORGE GOUTZIOULIS 


South Melbourne coach Ange Postecoglou’s description of George Goutzioulis as 
“a fighter" is an apt one. 

Goutzioulis, 20, hasn’t has too many senior appearances at South, but it doesn’t 
bother him. He started off playing for Caulfield City at age 11 before moving to 
Bentleigh Greens four years later, Some pushing from coach Chris Pissimissi saw 
him go down to South Melbourne to play with their juniors. 

His coach al South’s juniors was Tony Hatzieleftheriou, also the coach of the 
club’s youth team. 

Goutzioulis alternated between the U/18s and youth team before being offered 
a contract with the seniors. Like Robert Liparoti, Goutzioulis made his debut 
against the form team at the time, Sydney United. 

Coming on al half-time, he was given the task of tracking Kresimir Marusic. 

He got his chance earlier this season when Paul Trimboli was away with the 
Socceroos, bul then had to make way again once the skipper had-returned. 

“| couldn't really complain-getting dropped for Paul Trimboli,” explains the 
humble midfielder; 

Goutzioulis had performed well in Trimboli’s absence in big games against 
Sydney United and Carlton. “I think I played well when I got my break, 

Then I was out again and then back in when somebody got injured, 
and.then back out when I got injured.” 

Shortly after a foot injury hampered his progress, but he is now 
fit and ready to win back his spot. 

“There's such a high calibre of players at South Melbourne and 
it’s hard to get a place. 

“I'm looking to break back in, I took my first chance earlier 
this season and I'll be ready once another chance comes 
along.” 

Goutzioulis says coach Postecoglou is fair to all 
players. 

“With Ange, it’s not just a squad of 11, but a squad 
of 22. He doesn’t play any favourites with everyone. He 
may be young, but he’s one of the best coaches around.” 

The young player hasn’‘t played for Australia at any level yet, but like all players 
in his age group, he will be considered for the 2000 Olympics team. 

South Melbourne are very well placed at the moment to fulfill Goutzioulis’ 
immediate goal: a championship. 

“That's my first aspiration, them maybe to go overseas. But before I go I want to 
be a regular in the South Melbourne team, not just a fringe player. 

“Then, when that’s done, I can go somewhere like England for a trial and even if 
I don’t make it I can come back and say ‘well, I gave it my best shot’.” 


lew: 
“Still finding his feet NSL 
wise but has the potential to 
develop into a good 
defender.” 


____ ut 
ROBERT LIPAROTI 


When Robert Liparoti burst into Bulleen Lions’ Premier League team at the age of 
16, a big future was tipped for the giant defender. 

Four years on, however, it’s fair to say that he hasn’t really lived up to the early 
promise he has shown. 

He began his career playing for North Reservoir and then moved on to Doncaster 
Rovers. After playing for the Rovers at National Youth League level, he moved to 
Bulleen where he quickly progressed from U/16s to the senior squad and became 
an integral part of the side which finished as runners-up to Altona Magic. 

Liparoti also won the Premier League U/21 player of the year by a mile. His coach 
at the time, former Socceroo Peter Ollerton, said that if any National Leaque club 
was serious about themselves, they would sign Liparoti. 

No-one did, but after another season with Bulleen, South Melbourne came in to 
sign -him after Collingwood Warriors had shown some interest. However, he 
struggled to make an impression in his first year with South, making just one 
appearance all season. 

Having players like Nick Orlic, Con Blatsis and Alex Kuzmanovie ahead of him in 
the selection ‘pecking order’ it didn’t do a lot for his cause either. 

It was against a rampant Sydney United that Liparoti 
» made his debut. Facing Ante Milicic and David Zdrillic in 
full flight was enough for even veteran defenders to 
handle let alone a kid making his first appearance in the 
competition. He lasted only 45 minutes and didn’t see 
any more first-team action for the rest of the year. 
“Last season for me was obviously disappointing,” he admits 
candidly. 


The big defender returned to Bulleen for a loan stint in the Premier | 


League, something which helped him he says. 
“I'd lost a lot of confidence. Going back to Bulleen really helped me, 
there’s.a great bunch of boys there and they boosted my morale.” 
With confidence intact again, Liparoti has been a regular member of a 
very strong South Melbourne squad. 

“It's been good so far this season, I’m getting opportunities to be a part of the 
squad. I think I’ve improved, learning from the great players we have at South 
Melbourne.” 

He is one of a few young players at South who haven't been involved with 
Australia at any level and will be too old once the next World Youth Championships 
roll around, but hasn’t ruled himself out of the Olyroos. 

The ambition to play overseas is naturally there, but he says he must sort out 
things here yet. 

“I'd like to play in Europe but my first priority is to become a regular in South 
Melbourne’s first-team. Then I'd like to represent my country perhaps at Olympic 
level.” 
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BULLEEN 0 
GREEN GULLY 0 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 

it was goalless between 

Bulleen Inter Kings and 
Green Gully Cavaliers, two 
of the heavyweights of the 
competition in their round 
six encounter at the Veneto 
Club. 

The Cavaliers were the 
stronger side with the better 
chances, but could not beat 
Kings goalkeeper Sean 
Keogh. 

They also had a numerical 
advantage for most of the 
second-half after Kings 
skipper Eric Hollingsworth 
was sent-off, 

He had been booked earlier 
and then got involved in a 
fracas with Gully players after 
Bulleen striker Danny Gnjdic 
had been fouled. 

Daniel Genovesi came 
close on a few occasions for 
Gully, spooning a shot over 
the bar early on and then 
having a shot cleared off the 
line by Damian Everetts 
shortly before half-time, 

Despite having one more 
player than the Kings, Green 


LEADING SCORERS 
we 


LEADING VOTES 
11. 


Lazarevski (Thomastown Zebras) 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

6 Gnjdic (Bullen Inter Kings) 

4 Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 
Mezensot (South Dandenong) 
§,Rados (St Albans Saints) 
Markovski (Preston Lions) 
Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) 
Duzel (Fawkner Blues) 
Papadopoulos (Green Gully Cavaliers) 
Lingurovski (Thomastown Zebras) 


Gnijidic (Bullen Inter Kings) 

3s Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

& Mladenovic (Springvale White Eagles) 

Fak (Altona Magic) 

Biskic (Fawkner Blues) 

$,Rados (St Albans Saints) 

Vassiliadis (Fawkner Blues) 

Lazarevski (Thomastown Zebras) 


Gully could not break the 
deadlock. 

In the 76th minute a 
Cavaliers counter-attack saw 
Genovesi and Vlad Babic 
against Kings defender Dean 
Tartaglia. 

Genovesi elected to shoot 
from outside the area when 
there were better options 
available, and Keogh saved 
comfortably. 

Keogh was again to the fore 
with seven minutes to go, 
saving well from Pece 
Stojcevski's shot after Nick 
Papadopoulos had crossed to 
him. 

Kings: Keogh, 
R.Stojcevski, Everetts, Della 
Rocea, Mazzini, Atanasovski, 
Tartaglia, Grbac, Gnjidic, 
Sherifovski (Guglielmi), 
Hollingsworth. 

Cavaliers; Vella, Stafrace, 
Douglas, Mangos, Suric 
(Spiteri), Waddell, 
P.Stojcevski, Neceski, 
Papadopoulos, Genovesi, 
Donev (Babic). 

Votes: 3- P,Stojcevski 
(GG), 2- Keogh (BK), I- 
Genovesi (GG) 


FAWKNER 3 
SPRINGVALE WE 1 


Fawkner Blues 

St Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 

Bullen Inter Kings 
Sunshine Georgies 
Bentleigh Greens 
Thomastown Zebras 
Preston Lions 
Springvale White Eagles 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Port Melbourne Sharks. 
Heidelberg United 
South Dandenong 
Moorabbin City 
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By Milan Nino vic 


Pes Blues kept up 
their unbeaten run with 


a strong 3-1 win over 
Springvale White Eagles on 
Sunday. Their fifth victory 
of the season keeps them on 
top of the ladder. 

The Blues took a 12th 
minute lead, White Eagles 
defender Zoran Cvetkoyski 
flicking the ball into his own 
net off a Santo Emmanuele 
cross. 

The bad news got even 
worse for Springvale just two 
minutes later when striker 
Carlos Retre had to go off 
with an injury, 

In the 19th minute, 
Fawkner increased its 
advantage with a goal from 
Eric Vassiliadis. 

Emmanuele had been 
fouled outside the area and the 
free-kick from Vassiliadis was 
too good for Robert Brian, 
finding the corner of the net, 

Fawkner had a 3-0 half- 
time lead after John Grimaud 
had struck in the 37th minute 
with Brian unable to do 
anything about the shot. 

Marijan Marinkovic pulled 
consolation goal back for the 
visitors with just four minutes 
to go, shooting through a 
crowd of players from close 
range. 

The White Eagles suffered 
another bad injury when 
midfielder Predrag 


Mladenovic was taken off 
with a broken ankle with three 


minutes left. 

Blues: Gonzales, 
Tramontana, Grimaud, 
P.Ferrante,  _Schipano, 
V.Ferrante,  Bordignon 
(T.Simsek), Biskic 
(K.Simsek), Emmanuele, 


Duzel (Di Sauro), Vassiliadis. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
R.Marinkovic, Calomino, 
M.Marinkovic, Minar 
(Culibrk),  Mladenovic, 
Styczen, Craciun, Retre 
(Vodilovski), Nikolic, 
Cvetkovski (Rikanovic). 

Votes: 3- Emmanuele (FB), 
2- Vassiliadis (FB), 1- 
Calomino (SWE). 


fon Lions continued 

their steady push up the 

Teague table with a 2-1 win 

over struggling South 
Dandenong on Sunday. 

The game started with 
equal aggression as both 
teams pushed hard. South’s 
Alan Macinkovic tried a little 
too hard and was booked early 
in the game for a wild tackle 


‘on Sash Markovski. 

Preston finally broke the 
barrier in the 40th minute. A 
free-kick on the left wing by 
Tony Sterjoyski centred the 
ball into the face of goal 
where Pece Kuzmanovski 
stuck to claim the opening 


goal. 
Just before the half-time 
whistle blew, South 


Dandenong struck back and 
equalised. 

‘A sneaky steal from Viktor 
Memeti caught many by 
surprise, including Preston 
keeper Lupce Acevski as 
Memeti’s quick left foot shot 
darted past him. 

The intensity contiuned 
where it left off in the second 
stanza, Macinkovic continued 
to let the pressure bother him 
and another rough tackle 
eared him his second yellow 
card and an early shower. 

South Dandenong faced an 
uphill battle with only ten 
men, Preston began working 
with the extra man, some 
challenging advances were 
Keeping South keeper 
Christopher Simpson on his 
toes. 

Preston pushed ahead to 
take a 70th minute lead. 
Markovski drove a powerful 
shot that slipped by four 
defenders and the keeper. 

The Lions should have 
demolished South in the dying 
moments of the game. 
Markovski created some 
opportunities but lacked 
composure when it mattered. 

Lions: Acevski, Stavrevski, 


Round 6: 


Drogriski (Slavevski), 
Ognenovski, _Ivanov, 
Kuzmanovski, A-Burlak, 
Emsovski,  Sterjovski, 
Markovski, Radecki 
(Lisolajski) 

South: Simpson, 


Dzaferovski, Macinkovic, 
May, Geri (Ulusoy), Parrott, 
Memeti, Mucaj, Zilic, Villani, 
Mezensof (Muriqi). 

Votes: 3- Emsoyski (PL), 
2- Zilic (SD), 1- Sterjovski 
(PL). 


[. the other Premier 
eague game of the 
weekend, Bentleigh Greens 
defeated Sunshine Georgies 
1-0 at Kingston Heath 


Soccer Complex on 
Saturday, 
Tt was a game of two halves. 


with the wind playing major 
factor. Bentleigh’s three-man 
defence kept out the Georgies 
strikers, Anthony Magnacca 
and Alfonso Opazo, for the 
entire game. 

Nick Van Egmond was the 
difference between the two 
sides, scoring the only goal 
from a John Papettas cross and 
he also had a controlling 
influence on the midfield. 

Greens: Clarke, 
Karapatsos, Rossios, Crivari, 
Constantinou, —_ Drakos, 
Kourkoutzelos, Van Egmond 
(Oter), Papettas, Spence 
(Healey), Charalambous 
(Kotsovolos). 

Georgies: Wardle, Byrne, 
Krajacic, Kanesoulis, De 
Bono, Field, Gurpinar 


“Healthy Diet — hy 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Bulleen Inter Kings 0 - Green Gully Cavaliers 0 


Round 7: 


Bentleigh Greens 1 (Van Egmond) - Sunshine Georgies 0 
Preston Lions 2 (Markovski, Kuzmanovski) - South Dandenong 1 (Memeti) 


Port Melbourne Sharks v Heidelberg United - Anderson Reserve - kick off 8.50pm 


Friday March 1 


Saturday March 14 


Fawkner Blues 3 (Cvetkovski (0g), Vassiliadis, Grimaud) - Springvale White Eagles 1 (M.Marinkovic) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


South Dandenong v Bentleigh Greens - Ross Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Moorabbin City v Green Gully Cavaliers - Kingston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 5.00pm 


Altona Magic v St Albans Saints - Paisley Park - kick off 7.00pm 


Sunday March 15 


Sunshine Georgies v Fawkner Blues - Chaplin Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Monday March 16 


Bulleen Inter Kings v Preston Lions - Veneto Club - kick off 8.50pm ~ 


Springvale White Eagles v Thomastown Zebras - Serbian Sports Centre - kick off 5.00pm 


(Kollevris), Dragicevie, 
Magnacca, Opazo 
(Cvetkovski), Branoy. 


Votes: 3- Van Egmond 
(BG), 2- Field (SG), !- 
Constantinou (BG) 


PREMIER 
LEAGUE ON 
RADIO 


he Victorian Soccer 

Federation announced 
Jast week that it will team up 
with radio station Sport 974 
to bring live coverage of the 
Healthy Diet-Try It Premier 
League. 

Each week Sport 974 will 
broadcast a match live from 
the ground and will include 
pre and __ post-match 
commentary. Updates from 
other grounds will be relayed 
to listeners. 

Sport 974 can be found at 
97.4 on the FM band. 

The following is a list of 
the broadcast games for the 
Premier League season, 


March 14, 5-8pm 
Moorabbin City v Green 
Gully 


VALE 


SporTScENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9554 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 


@ 


PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


14 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 10, 1998 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTScCeENeE 


TWENTY PLAYERS FOR AIS 


twenty athletes being offered the first 
Scholarships for women’s soccer at the 
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra. 

The much-awaited selection fo the coveted 
scholarships marks the beginning of another new era for 
the sport here in Australia, with the national squad to 
train together virtually full-time in working towards 
higher goals on the intemational scene. 

‘The establishment of this centralised program brings 
‘our elite program closer to that practiced in the top 
nations such as the USA and China. 

The business of making these first selections was by 
no means an easy task for national coach Greg Brown. 
“The thing I was always concerned mostly with was to 
get the right people into the program,” he said. “This is 
the biggest thing ever done for the national team, and 
it’s vital to have the right players, so I have given it a lot 
of thought, There haver been over thirty players I have 
looked at in internationals over the last year, plus some 
before when I was assistant coach. And obviously the 
national league gives me the opportunity to look at the 
local talent over a long period,” 

‘And there is more than just skill which makes a good 
footballer, a factor used in Brown’s selection of “the 
right players, Besides the obvious certain level of 
ability, 1 was looking for the right attitude probably 
more than anything, We played 18 international matches 
last year, and over that period, I’ve been able to look at 
how each handles the pressure and different conditions. 
And in the national league, I can see how those players 
compete against the rest of the top hundred players in 
Australia, So I have selected a squad with which I’m 
fairly happy in terms of commitment,” 

The AIS program will commence | July 1998, and as 
much as this program is working towards World Cup 
and Olympic success, for now all focus is on the World 
Cup qualifiers to be held in Auckland in October this 
year, “There are a number of phases, and the first is 
getting through the qualifiers,” explained Brown, “As 
much as we need to plan for the Olympics, we have to 
get through this first hurdle.” 

“So it would have been wrong for me to pick a team 
to take to the Olympics which may not be experienced 
enough to take us through these qualifiers. But with the 
OAP Squad, | think there is enough room to have three 
or four inexperienced players included who will benefit 
being in and around such an environment, but at this 
Stage it was important not to have too many.” 

Part of that preparation will be a tour to North Korea 
and Japan in late August, two of Asia’s three nations to 
have already qualified for the 1999 World Cup. 

Among the twenty are three new faces to the national 
‘squad — Natalie Thomas, Georgette Leake and Joanne 
Butland. Nineteen-year-old striker Thomas has been 
rewarded after an outstanding season in the recent 
Ansett Summer Series, where she felled the reputations 
of the country’s best defenders in her search for goals, 


T: AWSA has released the names of the 


es 


In the Shield, Ej 


and finished in fifth position on the ‘Player-of-the-Year’ 
votes. 

Hailing from Broken Hill in Australia’s outback, 
Thomas has come a long way fast, and this is her very 
first selection in any national level squad. 

“Natalie has shown as an athlete she is exceptional — 
strong, quick and direct,” said Brown. “In the Adelaide 
round when she virtually destroyed Queensland on her 
‘own, she’s shown she has class as well. Natalie is a raw 
talent who is developed physically and has a certain 
amount of class yet to develop. I've always been 
concemed with our final third, and Natalie has matured 
tremendously over the last twelye months to be the 
confidennt player she is now. With her rapid rise over 
that time, she should develop very quickly.”” 

Queenslanders Leake and Butland have appeared in 
squads previously but have yet to make their 
international debut. 

“Georgette has been in the ‘Train-On Squad’ for a 
long time, but she came back from the US injured plus 
had glandular fever, putting her out of action for 18 
months. She's always been known as a skilful and 
dedicated player, and now has proved her fitness with 
some good performances against the top players in the 
national league. Again, I think she has the right 
ingredients for a good player.” 

At the goalkeepers’ camp a fortnight ago conducted 
by Brown and AIS goalkeeper coach Paul Jones, it was 
agreed Belinda Kitching and Tracey Wheeler are the 
most experienced keepers at present. With Wheeler 
unavailable to relocate to Canberra full-time, the next 
task was to consider a third keeper with the most 
potential. “With Butland’s size and ability, she has 
shown herself as the one with the most potential,” said 
Brown. 

There are few other surprises in the squad, the 
players who have performed so well recently for 
Australia obviously making up the remainder of the 
group. The AIS program has prompted the retum home 
of Japanese L-League professional Chery! Salisbury, 
and US college player Bryony Duus. Scholarship offers 
for Anissa Tann-Darby, Julie Murray, and Taci Bartlett 
must be doubly sweet, this trio having now travelled the 
full circle after omitted from national squad plans after 
the 1995 World Cup. 

Brown has also named a further seven athletes to 
form the 27-member Olympic Athlete Program (OAP) 
Squad, including overseas professionals Sunni Hughes, 
Alison Forman, and Angela Iannotta. Those players will 
come into the AIS on visiting scholarships before the 
team for the qualifiers is finalised. 

NSW fullback Kaye Yardine is the one new name 
among this group, and her selection follows her fine 
performances in the National Championships and 
Summer Series, where she proved she can contribute 
equally well to both the defence and attack, and score 
spectacular goals to boot. 

“Kaye is an outstanding technician with a great 


iin 
YMCA defeated 


kick converted well by the header of 


attitude,” said Brown. “Again, I'd like to see a lot more 
of her, and hopefully this is the right incentive for her to 
take the next step.” 

Brown stresses that no doors will be closed at any 
level despite the scholarship holders having now been 
named, 

“The twenty at the AIS will not necessarily be the 
twenty to go to the World Cup qualifiers. The team for 
Auckland will be selected from the 27 players, or even 
‘more. If I feel there is a “Train-On’ player doing very 
well, then they too will be considered, I'll always select 
who I feel is playing best at that particular time, and the 
new three named here are testimony to that.” 

The selected athletes will confirm their acceptance of 
the scholarship offer at an induction training camp at the 
AIS, 22-29 March. Scholarships are offered on a 
calendar year basis, and will be reviewed immediately 
after the qualifiers and again in December, although 
there are of course also ongoing assessments of 
performance. 

At this initial camp, players will be shown the 
athlete's agreement, and each will have to agree and 
sign to meet all the conditions before the scholarship 
becomes official. The camp agenda will also include 
talks with every staff member to be involved in the AIS 
program, including the sports sciences committee which 
consists of physiologist, psychologist, physiotherapist, 
doctor, nutritionist, and strength conditioner. Director of 
the AIS John Boultbee will also speak, as well as 
personnel from the Athletes’ Career and Education 
program. 

Merged in with normal training and a couple of 
games, the week will be intensive in itself. “The purpose 
of the camp is so the players are fully aware of what to 
expect and also what is expected of them.” 

All six ITC Coaches will also be in attendance so 
they too are up with the workings of the program. 

‘The twenty players selected for an AIS Scholarship 
are: 


Traci Bartlett 5 ACT 
Sharon Black 26 SA 
Joanne Butland 19 QLD 
Lisa Casagrande 19 ACT 
Sarah Cooper 28 ACT 
Bryony Duus 20 USA 
Alicia Ferguson 16 QLD 
Sonia Gegenhuber 27 QLD 
Belinda Kitching 20 QLD 
Georgette Leake 2 QLD 
Julie Murray 28 NSW 
Joanne Peters 19 NSW 
Kim Revell 23 QLD 
Cheryl Salisbury 3B JAPAN 
Bridgette Starr 2 NINSW 
Kristyn Swaffer 22 SA 
Anissa Tann-Darby 30 NSW 
Amy Taylor 18 ACT 


Rebecca Wales, Kerryn Phill 


Natalie Thomas 19 SA 
Shelley Youman 30 NINSW 


‘The OAP Squad includes the AIS scholarship holders 
plus 


Katrina Boyd NSW 
Alison Forman DENMARK 
Sunni Hughes JAPAN 
Angela lannotta ITALY 
Tracie McGovern NINSW 
‘Tracey Wheeler WA 

Kaye Yardin NSW 


Brown also named 26 athletes who will form the 
National Train-On Squad, in keeping with the practice 
of recent years, These players are next in line for 
positions in the OAP Squad, and being named in this 
squad is an encouragement for them to aim for higher 
planes. “The Train-On Squad is a barometer for players 
and for myself of where players fit in — it is a 
recognition of their achievement and ability.” 

These players will possibly be brought into camp, 
and if other OAP members are unavailable or injured, 
there is a good chance these players will be called-up. 
With strong plans for a national youth team later this 
year, the majority of the ‘Train-Ons’ would be eligible 
for selection at that level. 

Brown is this week undertaking a tour of all ITC 
States to hold discussions with both coaches and 
players. 


Train- wad - 
Claire Nichols QLD 
Cassandra Kell NSW 
Joanne Powell N/INSW 
Kimberly Morris SA 
Trudy Diamond N/NSW 
Dianne Alagich SA 
Peita-Claire Hepperlin ACT 
Kate McShea QLD 
Tal Karp WA 
Louisa Bisby vic 
Sarah Garven QLD 
Amy Wilson ACT 
Sacha Wainwright ACT 
April Mann QLD 
Taryn Rockall NSW 
Ashleigh Hewson NSW 
Hether Garriock NSW 
Lisa Dunne QLD 
Kelly Golebiowski NSW 
Sarah Fitzgerald TAS 
Jacki Hadden USA 
Tammie Thornton QLD 
Kristy Moore SA 
Sarah Walsh NSW 
Jessica Halfpenny SA 
Cindy Doyle ACT 


Two minutes later, Nicole Kimber 
converted Marconi’s second in 


lhe annual pre-season tournament 

has been run and won in the heat 

of Bathurst in the central west of 
NSW. Emerging as victors from last 
weekend’s successful competition were 
Marconi in the WSL-leyel Mitchell Cup, 
and Epping YMCA in the local all-age 
division Mitchell Shield. 

The Mitchell Shield was contested by a 
record number of sixteen teams, 
representing clubs from all over the 
State, and with a number of first-time 
entrants. The Cup saw ten teams doing 
battle this time around. 

After a trying day-and-a-half of 
competition, semi-finals action showed 
just how closely matched the teams were, 
all games won by the barest of margins, 
Marconi defeated the defending 
champions 1-0 with a penalty in extra- 
time, with Gladesville Ravens White 
beating Sutherland Sharks 4-1 in the 
penalty shootout after a scoreless contest. 


Hills Hawks by a single goal, with 
Coasties Blue successful in the shootout 
over Greystanes 4-2, 

The Mitchell Shield final, pitted the 
older, more experienced Epping YMCA 
against the Coasties Blue youngsters. The 
physical size and experience of Epping 
won through against the Coasties, clearly 
dominating the first-half, and holding 
comfortably in the second term against 
the Central Coast side who never gave 


up. 

Midway through the first-half, Epping 
took the lead after numerous chances had 
the opposition under constant pressure. 
After a couple of good saves, a 
goalkeeping error saw the ball fall loose 
in front of goal and Mandy Loundar, 
following on towards goal, needed only to 
slot the ball home at the left post from 
close range. Only a couple of minutes 
later, Epping doubled the lead, a corner 


Melissa Corringham from the edge of the 
box, hitting the crossbar and down over 
the line. 


Epping YMCA: Emma Clarence, 
Kristy Turner, Kelly Korflepel, Amanda 
Zaki, Melissa Corringham, Bee Zal:i, 
Mandy Loundar, Rebecca Scott, Kristine 
Smith, Belinda Ruggeri, Heather Allan, 
Hannah Corringham, Jane Moore, Cala 


Ruggeri. 
Coasties Blue: Nicky Nicholls, Katie 
Schmidt, Lauren Henstock, Kylie 


Rowley, Lyndal Sw: elle 
Fitzsimmons, Rebecca Tickerdoon, 
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de Lepervande, Jessie Keaveney, \ 
O’Brien, Tabatha Cruwys, Tracy 
Stinson, Rebecca Stone, Jacinta Ling. 
The final, of the Mitchell Cup featured 
WSL champions Marconi up against last 
year’s woodenspooners Gladesville 
Ravens White, After solid performances 
from both sides over the weekend, it was 
the pedigree and fitness of Marconi which 
saw the favourites in control throughout, 
Marconi’s young, fast attack had the 
tiring Ravens on the back foot, and 
although Gladesville remained 
determined to the end, Marconi’s 
relentless running and attacking in 
numbers won them the honours. In the 
19th minute, Sandra Stavrou opened the 
scoring, initiating and receiving the ball 
from a neat one-two move. Stavrou’s 
unchallenged shot from 15 metres on the 
right flew high into the net inside the near 
post. 


spectacular style, Finding the ball at her 
feet on the left near the edge of the 18- 
yard, Kimber showed no hesitation in 
thumping home an unstoppable drive. 

Marconi: Lori Scandura, Lisa 
Warrener, Michelle Carney, Jenny 
Prasezcalek, Amanda Poulton, Joanne 
Burgess, Alicia Cavanagh, Louise Burns, 
Sandra Stavrou, Wendy Graham, Clare 
O'Neill, Renae Beyan, Carly Copeland, 
Nicole Kimber, Kelly Sevil, Emily 
Johnston. 

Gladesville Ravens White: Julie Ryan, 
Nadine Brown, Paula Walton, Belinda 
Michalk, Gianna Abbonizio, Fiona 
Mulrooney, Emma Keir, Karon 
McMahon, Kim Seaman, Sarah 
Burrough, Michelle Berridge, Liz Cotton, 
Amy Tredinnick, Tami Seaman, Heloise 
Gibb. 
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A Pts 
wa PREMIER LEAGUE 
27 65 
25 63 Dunfermline 2° Motherwell = 1 
23 61 Smith 23 Coyne 12 
23 57 Newman 6log 
257 
2 56 PWDL F AWDLF APs 
19 55 Celie «= «27101 2-H 7 8 3-919 SB 
21 55 Heats 2792.2 31:18 8 3 3.3018 56 
33 54 Rangers 27104 0 39 14 5 5 321 16 54 
33 54 Kilmamock27 6 3 4 1617 3 5 6 13.28 35, 
23 51 StJohnstone27. 5.3 6 15 18 4 3 6 13 16 33 
27 59 Dundee Ud27 553-2011 2 57:17:29 3D 
24 48 Aberdeen 275.5 4 17 14 2 3 8 1228 29 
24 48 Dunfermline? 4.6 4 19 22 3 2 8 12.0 29 
37-46 Motherwell 27 43 6 20 21 3 2 9 16 27 26 
25 45 Hibemian 2743 7 21200 4 9 9 29:19 
4 
33 41 
2 4i DIVISION ONE 
36 40 
41 30 Raith Rovers 1 i} 
24°28 Si Mirren 2 
49 16 
PWDLPFAWDLF APs 
Dundee 276 5 3 15 8 103 027 7 56 
Falkirk 27.733 23:16 7 3 4:22:18 48 
Raith = 26.83.2217 4 4 $1718 43 
Airdrie 2775 2 2014 3 6 41216 41 
Hamilion 26.46 3 14 15 4 3 6 21 2233 
SiMiren 276 2.5 18 17 2 4 8 14 24 30 
6 Morton 274.3 6 16.20 3 5 6 2022 29 
Stiring 2727 5 18 28 4 3 6 19 20 28 
Aye 27 $936.22 21 2 4 7B 2828 
1 Pack «27: 2-47-21: 2B 3-6 $14 18 25 
3) Brechin P Livingstone P 
Clyde 0 Stenhousemuir 0 
‘Clydebank P East Fife P 
IC Thistle 1 Stranraer 2 
Queen Sth 5 Porfar 1 


“hravel te Frauce with Marconi “havel and Yourney “havel ... 


NSW PH: (02) 9728 1900 
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world 
FRAG 


O0Tbau 
th 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
27 JUNE 


16 


NIGHTS 
UB crake Be 


"FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP - 


DATE MATCHES 
12/6/98 
15/6/98 
16/6/98 
19/6/98 
22/6/98 
23/6/98 
25/6/98 


PARAGUAY 
ENGLAND: 
SCOTLAND 
SPAIN 
ENGLAND 
SCOTLAND 
HOLLAND 


BULGARIA 
TUNISIA 
NORWAY 
PARAGUAY 
ROMANIA 
MOROCCO 
MEXICO 


FOLLOWING ENGLAND & SCOTLAND 


PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

* RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

‘7 FIRST ROUNO TICKETS 

‘1B NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

= FULLY ESCORTED. 


PAOKAGE PRICE 
PER PERSON 
(TWIN SHARE) 


CATEGORY 3 
Single Supplement 


SA PH: (08) 8211 7866 


wortd 
FRAG 


00Tba 


"FIRST ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 
- FOLLOWING ITALY 


DATE MATCHES 
19696 ITALY 

131698 SOUTH KOREA 
14/698 YUGOSLAVIA 
y7ig98 ITALY. 

21/698 USA 

23/6/08 ITALY 

251698 GERMANY 


® 


DEPART 


9 JUNE. CHILE 


MEXICO 
IRAN 
CAMEROON 
IRAN 
AUSTRIA 
IRAN 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
27 JUNE 


16 


NIGHTS bid 


CATEGORY 3 $6947.00 $7,647.00 
Single Supplement 280,00 920) 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES; 


+ AETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 
*7 FIRST ROUND TICKETS. 
*1GNIGHTS ACCOMMODATION. 
‘TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS & 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 
FULLY ESCORTED 
PERPERGON supenion 
(TwNshaRe) | TOURIST TOURIST 


® 


DEPART 
9 JUNE 


10 JUNE 


UNTIL 
13 JULY 


32 
NIGHTS 


"FIRST & SECOND ROUND'- | *A2X4G5 PeRrereow niles 


AS PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 
FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND. 
MATCH ITINERARY. 


ingle Supplement 
25 \— 


‘15 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
FOUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL GRD & 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 

+32 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

+ TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
{& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

“FULLY ESCORTED. 


DEPART 
TJULY 


8 JULY 
UNTIL 
45 JULY 


7 


NIGHTS 


'FINAL' CHAMPIONSHIP 


DATE MATCHES. PLACE 
8788 
1186 


42788 


‘SEMI FINAL PARS- 80. 
S84PLACEFINAL PARIS-PDP. 
FINAL PARIS -SD. 


PERSON is SUPERIOR 
PER 
TOURIST ree 
siaza00 | sisans00 
56000 840 
"PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 
+ RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 


(TWIN SHARE) 
+3 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL 3RD & 4TH 
PLACE & FINAL 
NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
‘= TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
‘& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 
= FULLY ESCORTED 


PACKAGE PRICE 
PER PERSON TOURIST 
CATEGORY S $6,499.00 $6.789.00 
Ll Single Supplement | ONREQUEST | ON REQUEST 


(TWIN SHARE} 


a) "FIRST & SECOND ROUND' 


DEPART 


SJUNE | 4s PER FIRST ROUND MATCH ITINERARY 


FOLLOWED BY THE SECOND ROUND 
MATCH ITINERARY. 


10 JUNE 
UNTIL 
43. JULY 


32 
NIGHTS 


PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 

“RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 

115 STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 10 FIRST & SECOND 
ROUND, 2 QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMI FINAL, SRD & 4TH 
PLAGE & FINAL, 

+32 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION. 

* TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS: 
STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

= FULLY ESCORTED. 


‘PACKAGE PER PERSON INCLUDES: 


‘SECOND ROUND' CHAMPIONSHIP 
DATE MATCHES PLACE 
SECOND ROUND MARSEILLE 
‘SECOND ROUND — MONTPELLIER 
SECOND ROUND ST, ETTIENNE 
QUARTERFINAL —PARIS-SD. 
QUARTERFINAL LYON 
SEMIFINAL MARSEILLE 
SRAPLACEFINAL PARIS-P.DP. 
FINAL PARIS-SD. 


2) 


DEPART 
26 JULY 


27 JULY 
UNTIL 
43 JULY 


16 
NIGHTS: 


RETURN ECONOMY AIRFARES 
‘STADIUM TICKETS INCLUDING, 3 SECOND ROUND, 
QUARTER FINALS, 1 SEMIFINAL, AD & 4TH PLACE & 

FINAL 

“+ 1GNIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

* TRANSFERS TO & FROM THE AIRPORTS, HOTELS 
‘& STADIUMS BY LUXURY COACH 

FULLY ESCORTED 


"All packages are based ex Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane. Applicable addons for other capital cities. First Class, Business 
Class and Round World options are available. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchangs Rales. 


(Class and Round World options are available. Recommended 


“All packages are based ex Syaney, Melbourne, Brisbane. Applicable addons for other capital cies. First Class, Business 


Prices Only, Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 
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Queen's Pk 275 2 7 19 24 3 6 4 1213 
SCOTLAND Montrose 26337 1825 5 2 6234 
Cow’beath 265 1 7 1220 4 0 913 24 
Doarton 2705 8 1022 4 4 62327 
PWDL PF AWDLF APS 
Clydebank 26.652 1910 7 5 118.9 49 ae f ine 
Livingston 257.23 22 15 4 6 3.18 15 41 s 
Queensih 2674.2 19 4 2.72325 39 CM OY eel 
Swanracr 276 3 5S 2720 4 4 5 14 18 37 Charleroi 1 Ask 
Forfur 2654 4 23-21 4 4 5202635 SIN oats 
Stir 27.64 4 232133 71219 34 RMON oa ee 
EutFife 26625 23 2 4 2 71220 34 Sania gh esau 
ICThisle 265.6 3.2717 2 3.72223 :30 Se 
Clyde 27445 15 15 2 6 61525 B P 
Brechin 26453 151524817327 
Bruges ay 
Geak 25 
DIVISION THREE ics, os 
Haelbeke 25 
‘Anderlecht, 5s 8 38:30 
Albion Rovers Zz Dumbarton ie Lokeren 25 12.48 52 
Alloa 3 Montrose 2 i 93633 
Arbroath 1 Ross Cty 1 1038 38 
Cowdenbeath 1 East Stirling r 9 36 4 
Queen's Pak 2 Berwick 1 8 35 36 
8378 
PWDL FAWDLE APS 1136 47 
Allon 26904 2915 8 2.32715 93 1023 29 
Apbroah 2674 2 3017 6 2 52016 45 1136 43 
EStiting 2691 4 2413 4 2 61220 42 11 29 38 
RosCy 453321 6 431913 40 B22 40 
Albion 24.73 1 2414 4 2 7203038 Molenbeck 1627 62 
Berwick 2645 5 43 51619 2 


2 
29 
28 
a 


Antwerp 16.26 48 


FARE TO EUROPE 
MARCH 1 - MAY 31 


Miadost 127 


$1,550 RETURN (evs taxes) 


TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT BEFORE MARCH 31 


ANZA 


0 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


QMO 30 Compoce Contre, 


Aopen 
Ba. 


BANE GT OWN NSW 21 


Zagreb 3 VB Stuttgart 
Slaven Belupo 0 SV 1860 Munich 
Rijeka 1 Aminia Bielefeld 
Zadarkomerc 0 -——_-Hansa Rostock 
Mladost 1 Cologne 
Hiv. Dragovoljsc | Karlsruhe SC 

Werder Bremen 

PWDLFAPs Vil Bochum 

2 143 34217 45 

20 12 4 43419 40 

20 12 3 53217 39 Kaiserslautem 

19 10 5 53117 35 BayemMunich 

20 8 4 82826 28  BayherL’kusen 

2 7 3 102323 24 VIB Stutigart 

20 4 11 51923 23 Hansa Rostock 

20 6 5 92330 23 MSV Duisburg 

20 6 4 101521 2 Werder Brem. 

20 6 4 101837 2 Hertha Berlin 

20 5 3 121834 18 BonssiaD. 

2 4 3131736 15 VAL Bochum 


FRANCE Vi Wah 


TSV Munich 
AlAuene 2 a 
> Vv 
ead 1 Karlsruhe SC 
Surasbourg 9 Anminia B'feld 
Toulouse 1 
Montpellier 1 
Le Havre 2 
D) 
2 Veria 
Iraklis 
Panathinaikos 
Tonikos 
Kalamata 
Ainsikos 
Ethnikos 
Kavala 


Paniliakos 


2 
4 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
) 


3 
0 
1 
P 


RARRRBRRBRARRSReRs 


P 
2B 
2B 
4 
B 
23 
4 
4 
3 
2B 
5 
3 
4 


GERMANY 


VEL Wolfsburg 1 


GREECE 


932 


BRRRBVESBeEeRsasee 


Panahalki 0 
PAOK 3 
OFI 2 
Xanthi 0 
Piraeus 4 
Panionios 0 
Apollon. 0 
Proodeftki 2 
WDLFAPs 
2 1 3 64 16 64 
20 1 4 68 20 61 
17 5 2-46.21 56 
15 6 43820 SI 
15 6 4.45.27 51 
13 6 6 38.27 45 
10.3 1234.44 33 
9 5 1139.43 32 
9 3 1332 36 30 
7 8 933.33 29 
85223 9 
7 3 132737 % 
73 152145 24 
71 1720 40 22 
6 4 1524 48 22 
5 6 1418 35 21 
5 5 1518 39 20 
45 1624717 


HOLLAND 


RKC Waalwijk 
PSV Eindhoven 


Ajax 


Ww 
2» 
14 
3 
2 
2 
i 
10 


1 
1 
Sparta Rotterdam 1 
Pp 


F 
1 


e--c 
Sesser 


Pts 
Cy 
6427 50 
4031 44 
5 53.37 42 
$40 27 42 
10.35 40 36 
1039 38 34 
10.29 28 31 
727% 30 
1033 28 29 
9 41 42 28 
1427 46 28 
1242 51 27 
1133 33 26 
1132 43 26 
1423 55 
1927 92 18 
1419 61 14 


en=cooroy 


PWDLF APs 
Juventus 15-7 250 20 52 
Inter mw 145 5 41 21 47 
Lazio 213 6 44017 45 
Parma M128 43923 44 
‘Udinese 4 12:7 «5 44 29 43 
Roma BU 8 44327 41 
Fiorentina 4 10.9 5 45.27 39 
Milan 24 10 8 6 30 22 38 
Sampdoria 49 7 8394034 
Vicenza 8 5 1126 44 29 
Bologna 4 6 9 9333427 
Brescia 2 7 S 1232 38 26 
Bari 24.7 «5S 1222 34 26 
Piacenza 24 4 12 8 18 28 24 
Empoli M6 5 133443 23 
Atalanta M49 11935 
Lecce 4 3 4 «171855 13 
Napoli 425 715821 
Chaves. 1 Boavista 3 
Guimaraes 2 Belenenses /3 
‘Camp'rense: 4 Leca 0 
Vitoria Setubal 2 Estrela 1 
Rio Ave 0 Varzim 0 
Sporting Lisbon 1 Maritimo 1 
Braga 0 Salgueiros 2 
‘Academica 0 Ponto 1 

PWDLF APS 
Porto 4175 25124 56 
Benfica 2B 1B 6 439.20 45 
Guimaraes M125 73319 41 
Boavista 249 10 $3323.37 
Estrela 24 10 7 7:33 28 37 
Sporting 49-9 628 2 
Masitimo 24 10 6 8 282: 
Rio Ave 9 8 73128 35 
Salgueiros 49 7 :8322734 
Leca MoO 411 3 
Camp'rense 24 8 6 103639 30 
Farense 236 6413 
Braga 46 9 OM MM WT 
Setubal UM 6 7 1124 29 25 
Varzim M$ 10 9213328 
Academica 24 5 9 1018 29 24 
Chaves 24 5 3 1621 46 18 
Belenenses 4 2 8 141437 14 
Salamanca 2 Espanyol 1 
Real Sociedad 0 Real Zaragoza J 
DeportivoConna Oviedo 1 
Sporting Gijon 0 Celta Vigo 1 
Mallorea 1 Valladolid 1 
Racing Santander 1 Compostela 1 
Barcelona 3 Real Madrid =O 
Playing Monday: 
Valencia v Merida 

PWODLF APs 
Barcelona 27:17 4 6 59:37 55 
R Madrid 2% 14 8 6 49 33 50 
Celta Vigo 28 14.5 9 39 32 47 
AtMadrid 27 129 6 5b 35 45 
R Sociedad MN 6 4228 4 
Mallorca 28 11 10 7 39.25 43 
Real Betis 26 127 7:38 34-43 
ALBilbao 27 10 11 63433 41 
Espanyol 2® 9 12 735 23:39 
R Zaragoza 28 10 9 9 38 44 39 
Valencia 27S 19 33 3B 
Deportivo 2% 8 12 8 32.30 36 
Valladolid ‘2B 10 6 1227 40 36 
Oviedo 2% 7 13 8 2934 34 
Salamanca 28 8 7 1324 32 31 
Racing S 28 8 7 «1332 42 31 
Merida 2 8 7 122840 1 
Compostela 28 6 10 1236 48 28 
Tenerife 27:7 «7 «1331 46 8 
Gijon 2% 1 4 232462 7 
Grasshoppers Ss Aarau 3 
Lausanne Sports 0 Servette 0 
Luceme 2 FCZurich z 
Sion 0 St Gallen 0 

PWODLF APts 
Grasshoppers 210165 % 
Servette 2101 0.2 Ant 
‘Lausanne 2081022 
Aarau 2101552 
FC Zurich 21106219 
‘St Gallen ti hd ie i 
Sion 201106 4 6 
‘Luceme 20113 4 16 
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» SOUTH AMERICA ‘ 


— Compiled by Mario Erchart — 


1998 LIBERTADORES 
CaP ACTION BEGINS 


hilean champion Colo Colo, 

Paraguaya’s elite side Olimpia and 
Bolivia’s best, Bolivar, have started the 
1998 Libertadores Cup with victories 
over Universidad Catolica, Cerro 
Porteno and Orcinte Petrolero 
respectively, while in Guayaquil, the 
Equadorean derby between Barcelona 
and Deportivo Quito ended in a 0-0 
while in Cali, the Colombian tussle saw 
‘America and Bucaramanga in a 2-2 
draw. 

In Group 3, Colo Colo defeated arch- 
rival Universidad Catolica 3-2 in a 
dramatic encounter played at Colo Colo's 
Monumental stadium in front of 45,000 
spectators, 


Young Chilean international striker 
Manuel Neira opened the account in the 
12th minute, after a blunder from 
goalkeeper Nelson Tapia who dropped 
the ball in the box, but Catolica’s 
Bisconti equalised five minutes later. 

Once again, Manuel Neira put Colo 
Colo ahead in the 63rd minute after a 
brilliant individual effort, but Catolica 
fought back again with a goal from 
forward Rodrigo Gldberg in the 67th. 

When everybody expected a draw, a 
great combination between Man-of-the 


Match, Manuel Neira, and Marcelo 
Espina, resulted in the latter scoring with 
a perfect drive in the 88th minute. 

Also in a Group 3 in Asuncion, 
Olimpia, coached by Luis Cubuilla, 
thrashed Cerro Porteno 5-1 in the local 
derby. 

Olimpia’s striker Luis Monzon opened 
the score in the 30th minute with a 
penalty, while Mauro Caballero in the 
4st, Gabriel Gonzalez in the 67th, 
Walter Avalos in the 69th and Jorge 
Valdes in the 87th completed Porteno’s 
humilliating defeat. The only goal for the 
losing side was scored by Hugo Ovelar in 
the 85th minute. 

Meanwhile in Group 1, in Guayaquil 


(Ecuador) Barcelona and Deportivo 
Quito drew 0-0 in a mediocre game, 
played at Barcelona's Isidro Romero 
Carbo stadium. 

Deportivo Quito dominated for most 
of the first-half, while the home team 
took control of the match in the last 45 
minutes but was unable to break the 
visitors’ solid defence. 


In the same group, in Cali, Colombia, 
America, drew 2-2 with newcomer 
Bucaramanga at Cali’s Pascual Guerrero 
stadium, in front of 45,000 fans. 

Leonardo Fabio Moreno in the 26th 
minute and Ricardo Perez in the 45th 
scored for America while Colombian 


international Gustavo Restrepo on 67 and 
Manuel Galacio in the 88th netted for the 
Visitors. 

America’s goalkeeper, Diego Gomez, 
was the best player on the park saving his 
team from certain defeat. 

In Group 4, Bolivian champion, 
Bolivar, came from behind, to beat 
Oriente Petrolero, 3-2, in another 
dramatic encounter played in the altitude 
‘of La Paz, in front of 35,000 spectators. 

The local champion left aside its 
skilful style and with great determination 
and hard work. 

Bolivar’s striker Sergio Joao in the 6th 
and 78th minutes, and Bolivian 
international defender Luis Cristaldo in 
the 71st scored for the winner while 
former Boca Juniors midfielder Ricardo 
Rentera, in the 27th, and another Bolivian 
international, Alvaro Pena, in the 55th 
scored for Petrolero. 

‘The other match for the same group, 
played earlier at Maldonado’s stadium, in 
Uruguay, the five time Uruguayan 
champion Penarol maintained its 
supremacy over its eternal rival, 
Nacional, with a 2-1 victory. Uruguayan 
international midfielder Pablo 
Bengoechea, and Venezuelan striker 
Andrew Gonzalez scored for Penarol 
while Colombian striker Jorge Ramirez 
pulled one back for Nacional. 


MARADONA IN 
COMEBACK... 
AGAIN?? 


lhe always controversial and 
colourful Diego Armando 
Maradona, who never stops to amaze 


the press and the fans all over the 


world, announced his intention of 


joining Argentine Second Division team | 


All Boys, This was announced during 
his stay in Rio’s carnival. All Boys will 
have Diego without any cost because 
the player will find a sponsor who will 
cover his expenses, including his wages 
and signing-on fee. 

“The player added that he will form a 
team of over 35s with other footballers 
who are willing to continue to play. 

‘The Second Division team already has 
in its squad Argentine 1986 World Cup 


winning midfielder Batista,|and another [/ 


inclusion could be Claudio Garcia, a 
former Argentine international midfielder 
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who was signed from First Division 


| Huracan, where the player, like Maradona 


himself, has had several confrontations 
with coaches and officials. 

We can only wish the great Diego the 
best of luck with his latest yenture and 
hope it doesn’t tarnish his wonderful 


| career as a player of the highest order, 
| having played for such great clubs as 


Barcelona, Napoli, Seville and Boca 


{ Juniors. 


And of course for his nation in four 
World Cup tournaments, winning in 1986 
and runners-up when they defended their 
trophy in 1990 in Italy. 

Who knows, perhaps one day the 
legendary player will visit Australia? 
Let’s hope so before he really does hang- 
up his boots. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 10, 1998 


€@RGENTINE 
LE@GUE LATEST 


VELEZ TRIUMPH OVER 
FALTERING BOCA 


‘elez Sarsfield maintained its perfect and 
unbeaten record in the Argentine league 
first phase with a dramatic 3-2 victory over 
Boca at the ‘La Bombonera’ stadium, in 
front of 40,000 fanatical home supporters. 

Paraguayan international goalkeeper, and 
‘Most Violent Footballer’ in Argentina, 
according to the prestigious local sport 
magazine El Grafico, Jose Chilavert, was 
Boca’s nemesis, scoring the winner for Velez 
in the 88th minute through a penalty. 

It was Boca’s second defeat in four matches 
and one that will create a series problem for 
coach Hector Veira, who is in danger of losing 
his post. 

According to jounalistic sources from 
Buenos Aires, Veira will continue until the end 
of the tournament, in June, and will be replaced 
by a well-known coach after the World Cup in 
France, unless he produces a miracle and wins 
the championship. 

Midfielder Lucas Castroman opened the 
account for Velez Sasfield in the 27th minute, 
but Boca's striker Martin Palermo equalised in 
the 39th. In the 52nd minute Boca Juniors 
defender Rodolfo Arruabannera added the 


sub for Boca in their loss 


second for Velez but midfielder Diego Latorre 
evened the scoreline once again the 60th. 


However two minute before the end, Boca’s 
defender Nestor Fabbri brough down an 
opposition striker inside the box after a blunder 
from Colombian goalkeeper Oscar Cordoba, 
and Chilavert netted from the spot to give his 
team a deserved victory. 

Boca played the last two minutes with ten 
men after referee Angel Sanchez sent-off 
Nester Fabbri, 


BOCA JUNIORS Oscar Cordoba, Sergio 
Castillo (46 Luis Calyo), Jorge Bermudez, 
Nestor Fabbri, Rodolfo Arrabarruena, Nolberto 
Solano, Diego Cagna, Roman Riquelme (80 
Ariel Rosada), Diego Latorre, Guillermo 
Barros Schelotto (65 Claudio Caniggia), 
Martin Palermo. 


VELEZ SARSFIELD Jose Luis Chilavert, 
Sebastian Mendez, Flavio Zandona, Mauricio 
Plellegrino, Lucas Castroman (80 Rodrigo 
Bilbao), Carlos Campagnucci, Raul Cardozo, 
Patricio Camps, Martin Posse, Fernando 
Pandolfi (46 Dario Husain); Carlos Cordone 
(71st Christian Bassedas). 


In other gamés ,,. River Plate scored two 
consecutive victories after a loss and a draw in 
the first two games of the competition, with a 
4-1 and 2-1 win over Deportivo Espanol and 
Ferro Carril Oeste respectively. 

And against Ferro, Chilean international 
striker Marelo Salas scored the winner in the 
62nd minute for River Plate. Salas will 
continue playing with River Plate until the end 
of the tournament, in June, when he will then 
join the Chilean national team for the World 
Cup, and immediately after will travel to Italy 
to continue his career with Serie A club Lazio. 


Other results: 


Union 3 San Lorenzo 2, Platense 2 Newell’s 
Old Boys 1, Rosario Central 1 Argentinos 
Juniors 0, Gimnasia y Esgrima 1 Grimasia of 
Junuy 2, Gimnasia y Tiro Salta 1 estudiantes de 
La Plata 2, Huracan 1 Colon 1, Racing Club 0 
Independiente 0, 


Standings: 


Velez Sarsfield 12, Gimnasia Jujuy 9, 
Platense and Independiente 8, Lanus, racing, 
Rosario and Riyer Plate 7, Boca Juniors 6, 
Ferro carril Oeste, Gimnasia y esgrima, 
Estudiantes, Union and Newells 4, San 
Lorenzo and Colon 3, Argentinos and Huracan 
2, Gimnasia y Tiro Salta and Espanol 1. 


PLAY THERE OR ELSE 
‘SAYS COACH 


Ue international midfielder Jose 
Luis Zalazar who, after his return from 
Spain in 1997, signed with Nacional of 
Uruguay, expressed to club officials his wish 
to return to Spain where he wants to 
resume, and ultimately finish, his lauded 
career. 

Zalazar was not happy with the new role 
given to him by Nacional’s coach, Hugo De 
Leon, and said that he can’t produce his best as 
an attacking midfielder. 

“T became an elite player playing as a 
playmaker scoring 77 goals in 200 matches, 
and I think that my past performances in such a 
positon should be respected by De Leon. He 
told me that I have to play as an attacking 
midfielder or else. It is not the way to treat a 
player with my experience at national and 


international level,” added the unhappy player. 

‘The skilful midfielder had réceived offers 
from two Spanish clubs — Racing Santander 
and Albacete — with Zalazar willing to go to 
Albacete rather than Racing. 


& ABSW 


apa aneat air 


By Joe Russo 


BLANKET 
COVERAGE OF 
SERIE A 


iven the lack of coverage of soccer 

in Australia, it may be hard to 
understand why just about every 
Italian in Italy knows something about 
the Serie A. 

They simply cannot avoid its coverage 
in the media, in fact, just about every 
other sport pales into insignificance when 
the season is on. 

In every round even the delayed 
Sunday night game is shown live on 
television, but this is just the start, On the 
major television networks there is a range 
of shows that analyse the just completed 
round in the Serie A every Sunday night. 


Italy 
1905 


‘The formats vary slightly but most are 
round table discussions with journalists, 
current and former players and coaches 
along with major highlights of each game. 
‘The usual post-match interviews are there 
as well. 

The real ‘tifoso’ (supporter) can stay 
up to the early hours of Monday morning 
watching a show that discusses football. 
Add to that, there is a top rating football 
show on Mondays plus a range of 
midweek shows, 

Leading commentators such as Bruno 
Pizzul and Giorgio Tosatti are as familiar 
to Italians as Paolo Maldini and 
Alessandro Del Piero. 

Moving from the ‘small screen’ to the 
‘wireless’ is no different. The Sunday 
afternoon live call of the games is 
virtually a religion of its own. 

A couple of years ago the biggest story 
was who had the radio rights to call the 
games. The state-run TAI has strenuously 
fought off all competitors and year-in- 
and-year out pays the Italian Federation 
huge sums of money for the exclusive 
rights. 

‘The voices of Sandro Ciotti — now in 
semi-retirement after calling football for 
about 45 years — and Riccardo Cuchi 
are virtual institutions. 

And written media is no different, 
Every week a 128 page full colour 
magazine called ‘Guerin Sportivo’ is a 
major seller and has been so since the 
1920s, Their editor, Italo Cucci, is also a 
household name. 

Furthermore, there are three major 
daily sports newspapers, almost entirely 
dedicated to football. “Tuttosport’, ‘Il 
Cortiere dello Sport’ and the all pink- 
coloured paper ‘La Gazzetta dello Sport” 
are a way of life for many Italians. 

With this sort of coverage, it is little 
wonder that Italians are well informed 
about their football. Whether you Ii 
or you don’t, you simply cannot avoi 


ROMA RE-SIGN 
COACH 


oma’s Czech born coach, Zdenek 

man, has re-signed with the club 

for next season for a fee reported to be 
around the AS1.5 million mark. 


Zeman’s debut season at Roma this 
year has been wonderful and club 
president Franco Sensi is said to be 
elated. 

His appointment in the close-season 
was somewhat controversial because last 
year he was sacked by Roma’s bitter 
rivals Lazio, From Lazio reject to Roma 
hero was a transformation many thought 
not possible. 

He had crossed the river Tiber, 
something that simply isn’t done in the 
city of Rome. Zeman began coaching in 
the Serie A with Foggia before moving on 
to Lazio, His personality, or lack thereof, 
has not always endeared him to the 
media, players and officials but his results 
are commendable. 

In football, after all is said and done, 
this is simply what counts. 


INSTABILITY AT 
UDINESE 


‘ith the Pozzo family about to sell 

Udinese, there appears to be 
some instability at the club. Their 
recent loss to lowly placed Empoli was 
most unexpected after their recent 
purple patch. 

The future of coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni is also now up in the air. He 
has been a revelation as coach in the last 
two years and is certainly in demand in 
both Italy and Spain. 

‘A while ago it seemed he wouldn't 
leave the little city of Udine but now it 
appears very unlikely he will stay. 

Udinese’ loss will certainly be another 
club’s valuable gain. 

One of the names mentioned to take 
over is Empoli’s coach Luciano Spalletti. 
This would appear a rather strange 
decision given his limited experience, 
lack of success and defensive style. 

Udinese is an attacking team that 
currently plays with three strike: 
Bierhoff, Amoroso and Poggi. Spalletti 
would appear unlikely to continue this so 
let's hope that Udinese make the right 
decision. 


EUROPEAN CUP 
RESULTS 


ast Wednesday, at the Delle Alpi 

Stadium in Turin, Juventus was 
held to a 1-1 draw with Dynamo Kiev, 
in what was a rather disappointing 
result for the Turin giants. 

In the UEFA Cup both Italian teams, 
Inter and Lazio, won 1-0 at home over 
Schalke 04 (Germany) and Auxerre 
(France) respectively. 


MONZA SACK 
COACH ... AGAIN 


erie B club Monza have once again 

sacked their coach. Back in October 
they sacked Gigi Radice and replaced 
him with Beano Bolchi for his third 
stint at the <! 

Now Boch has been shown the door 
and Pierluigi Frosio is in. He should know 
his way around — he previously coached 
Monza ftom 1987 to 1990. 


ROUND 25 
PREVIEW 


his weekend Juventus are at home EUROPEAN 
to Napoli in a top of table versus 
bottom of the table clash. About a DREAM 
decade ago, when Diego Maradona was 
ith the Neapolitans. this S| Jn front of 30,000 
with the Neapolitans, this would have I aS nero 


definitely been match of the round. 
Sadly this time it should be a 
comfortable Juve win. 


to do what they had 
promised: beat Lokomotiy 
Moscow. 

Bidding to become the first 
Greek team to reach the semi- 
finals of the Cup Winners’ 
Cup, AEK lacked any real 
urgency in their play and the 
few times they reached the 
ast quarter of the field, they 
vere invariably the subject of 
harsh tackling. 

AEK had three hurdles to 
overcome — the magnificent 
form of Lokomotiv’s keeper, 
the packed defence of the 
visitors and the unbelievable 
number of fouls they 
committed — forty in all (or 
in other terms, a foul every 
minutes which was 
compounded by the leniency 
of the Dutch referee). 

‘The tolerance of the referee 
did not extend to AEK and 
they lost Dombos in the 75th 
for a professional foul. which 
made the possibility of a goal 
by the home team then seem a 
forlorn possibility at best. 

To add insult to injury, 
Vasili Karagiannis was 
booked that he will miss 
AEK’s next two European 
games, assuming the club 
progresses. 

So a 0-0 result for AEK in 
Europe and a difficult path to 
the semi-finals lies ahead, but 


At home in Genoa, Sampdoria take on 
the in-form Lazio. It is the battle of the 
ex-player against the ex-coach. Mid- 
season Giuseppe Signori left Lazio for 
Sampdoria and in the close season 
Samp’s coach Sven Goran Eriksson 
departed for Lazio. 

There are two Lombardy region 
derbies as well. At the San Siro in Milan, 
Inter take on Atalanta while in Brescia the 
home side face AC Milan. 


OTHER FIXTURES iis always, never count your 
chickens (or in this case 
Bologna v Vicenza double-headed Eagles) before 
Empoli v Parma they're hatched. Surprises in 
Lecce v Fiorentina Europe, after all, are not 

something new. 

Piacenza v Udinese 
Roma v Bari FA CUP 
SEMI-FINALS 

goal in stoppage time by 
AC MILAN 3 Afeiene gave unfancied 


Panionios a slender 1-0 lead 
in the FA Cup semi final 
first-leg against their 
northern cousins, PAOK. 

The home team dominated 
the match and had several 
yood chances, but in the end, 
players and fans were relieved 
fo escape with the narrowest 
of wins rather than settling for 
the draw. 

The game was an open 
affair with both sides 
dedicated to playing attacking 
football and Katsiambis ( after 
two minutes), Sapountzis with 
an indirect free-kick (after 17 
minutes) came close, but 
ultimately the best chance of 
the game came in the 33rd 
minute when an excellent 
centre pass by Katsiambis 
Jew across the face of goal, 
needing only a touch to go in. 

PAOK had their chances 
too with Frantzeskos being 
denied just before half-time 
Sy a scrambling save from 


METROSTARS 1 


K jppo Maniero scored twice and 
Patrick Kluivert once as AC Milan 
beat the New York, New Jersey 
MetroStars 3-1 in an exhibition game. 

‘The MetroStars, who open their Major 
League Soccer commitments on March 
28, scored in the 62nd minute when Jim 
Rooney — a non-roster invitee — 
headed in a free-kick by Diego Sonora. 

However Maniero beat MetroStars 
goalkeeper Tony Meola twice in the first 
eight minutes. 


AC Milan's 
line-up included 
midfielder 
Roberto 
Donadoni, who 
‘spent two seasons 
with the 
MetroStars before 


thy returning to AC 
Milan, Marcel 


Desailly and Ibrahim Ba of France, 
Germany's Christian Ziege and 
Alessandro Costacurta of Italy, all of 


whom are expected to play in the World 
Cae Mendan and Mihopoulos 


struck a post in the 55th 
minute. 

In the end a simple tap-in, 
after a goalmouth scamble, 
‘was enough, despite the 


AC Milan, currently eighth in the 
Ttalian League, are fighting for a spot in 
next season's UEFA Cup. 
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Greek News 


PAOK players bitterly (and 
rightly) claiming — that 
Mihopoulos had been held 
back by two Panionios players 

Meanwhile in the other 
semi, rapidly improving 
Iraklis sprung a surprise 2-1 
home win over aristocrats 
Panathinaikos. Iraklis reached 
the pinnacle of success by 
winning the Greek Cup in 
1976 and twenty years on they 
seem ready to emulate that 
feat. In a game full of running 
they took it to the favourites 
in furious exchanges. 

‘The home team stunned the 
visitors with two goals in the 
opening 10 minutes 
(Konstantinou with a header 
in the 2nd and Kristodolou 
from a 15 metre shot in the 
Sth minute). 

In the 24th, Nikolaidis 
‘robbed’ the defence and after 
a run, shot into the top corner 
to reduce the deficit to one, 
Chances came and went for 
both teams with neither being 
able to add to the score, thus 
setting an exciting stage for 
the return leg in a fortnight. 


midfielder/sweeper, 

Sources close to the chub 
have revealed that the English 
club is preparing to offer a 
package to the club and player 
worth around $5 million. 


IN BRIEF... 


In talks between the FA 
and the First Division clubs 
over television rights. 
Panathinaikos proposed equal 
shares for all Division One 
teams from revenue accrued 
from televised games — a 
proposal that the FA has given 
its approval after the proposal 
was passed in club vote 15-3, 
with only Olympiakos, AEK 
and PAOK opposing it ... 
Angel Tordanescu has given 
his first interview since his 
appointment as national coach 
with the pledge that all Greek 
players, whether playing 
domestically or abroad, will 
be considered on their merits. 
Welcome news indeed for 
Vasili Tsiartas who fell out of 
favour with previous coach 
Kosta Polyhroniou after 
accepting a move to Spain 
with Seville .., The position 
of assistant coach to 
Tordanescu will be revealed 
during the week with 
legendary former players such 
as Thomas Mavros, Tasos 
Mitropoulos and even 
Stelios Manolas rating @ 
mention. Tordanescu's choice 
of Georgios Vamvakas ts 
unlikely to be appointed as he 
is contractually tied to ABK 
for several more years ... The 
national youth team 
achieved a 2-1 away victory 
over Cyprus in a friendly as 
part of their warm-up for the 
European Championships next 
month ... Hristo Waziecha 


Maladenis has been a voted Player-of- 
the Month for February after 
eight goals in four games ... 

THE REDS Hristo Magotsios is back 
with Aris Salonika after 
MARCH ON resolving his differences with 


club president Yianni Hortis. 
. Larissa looks finally set to 
welcome back American 
Lorenzo Coleman after 
several months negotiation 
with the American league .. 
Peter Ofirique has returned 
to Olympiakos late from his 
pemitted trip to participate in 
the Copa Afrika and will face 


lympiakos continue to 

march towards their 
second title in a row after a 
workmanlike effort to beat 
Prodeftiki 1-0 away in the 
league and, in the process, 
left a bitter taste in the 
mouths of AEK fans after 
their team won 1-0 over title 


rivals Panathinaikos in an the club's disciplinary board.. 
earlier game. 

AEK, missing five first- Next week ... Greek 
team ‘regulars, raised _playersin England. 


themselves in a see-sawing 
affair but it was grim 
defending that kept them in 
the hunt after Hristos 
Maladenis had given them an 
early lead after 13 minutes. 


DAMBIZAS 
MOVE? 2 


Iympiakos have been : 

approached by ; - 
Newcastle of England in 
relation to star player Nikos 
Dambizas and a formal offer 
isimminent. 

Seeking to plug a leaky 
defence that lefi them undone 
in Europe and in the league, 
Neweastle are interested in the 
utility player that can play all 
defensive positions or can be 
used as a defensive 


Nikos Dambizas 
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‘Tommy Taylor, Liam ‘Billy’ Whelan, Geoff 

Bent, David Pegg, Duncan Edwards, Mark 
Sones, Eddie Coleman and Roger Byrne (players), 
Walter Crickmer, Bert Whalley and Tom Curry 
(club officials/coaches) all sadly died as the 
Manchester United team were involved in a plane 
crash at Munich airport. 

Others to lose their lives included two crew 
members, two other passengers, and journalists Alf 
Clarke, Don Davies, George Follows, Tom Jackson, 
Archie Ledbroke, Henry Rose, Erie Thompson, and 
Frank Swift, The date was 6 February 1958, the 
“Busby Babes’ were gone, however out of tragedy 
their legend grew, 

Wolverhampton lost only one game at home, 
and only five away to take out the championship, 
five points clear of Preston. Tottenham finished a 
further eight points behind in third place, Since 
finishing first in 1954 the side had not been out of 
the top six, but now Wolves were number one 
again, 

At the bottom of Division One the battle to 
avoid relegation was a much tighter affair, By the 
final day though it was going to take a miracle, 
and a league record scoreline (14-0) to keep 
Sunderland up. They were aided in that they were 
playing another team that could go down in their 
place, Portsmouth, at home, The final scoreline of 
2-0 was enough to put the two sides equal on 
points, however for and against was still against 
the team from the north and they were relegated 
on goal difference. Sheffield Wednesday also won 
on the final day, inflicting champions Wolves with 
one of their six defeats, 2-1, but Wednesday went 
down anyway. 

West Ham United were in a tight battle for 
honours with Blackburn and Charlton and thanks, 
in part to John Dick’s 21 goals, it was the 
Hammers who came out on top. Blackburn's 4-3 
away win at Charlton on the final day of the 
season saw them finish runners-up and therefore 
Jeave Athletic out in the cold in terms of 
promotion. The top scorer in Division Two was 
‘none other than Middlesbrough's Brian Clough. 
‘At the bottom Doncaster finished clearly last with 
Notts County also relegated despite a 3-1 away 
win at Rotherham in their final match. 

Scunthorpe United were top of Third Division 
North, seven points clear of Accrington Stanley. 
At the bottom were Crewe Alexandra. Top scorer 
in the division was Carlisle’s Alf Ackerman with 
35 goals, in the south top scorer was D, Reeves of 
Southampton and also S. McGrory of Southend, 
with 31 goals each. Third Division South 
champions were Brighton and Hove Albion, two 
points clear of Brentford and Plymouth. Bottom 
were the Pilgrims’ main rivals Exeter, with 


Te season was marred by tragedy as 


Millwall (the Bees’ rivals) equal on points but 
ahead on for and against, 

Emotion had swept Manchester United into the 
FA Cup semi-finals and after a 2-2 draw with 
Fulham the United team went through 5-3 in the 
second game. Their opponents would be Bolton, 
who had been victorious by two goals to one 
against Blackburn Rovers in the other semi-final. 
Another crowd of over 100,000 was on hand at 
Wembley on this day to witness the emotion- 
charged match. Bolton won the game thanks to 
two Nat Lofthouse goals. ‘The second goal was 
controversial, as a shot from Stevens was being 
caught by Harry Gregg in the United goal when 
Nat Lofthouse put the ball and Gregg in the back 
of the net, Today it would not have been allowed 
and a card of one colour or another would have 
been shown, but in those days it was allowed and 
Bolton took the Cup home, 

Gravesend and Northfleet won the Southern 
League in its last season as a single league format. 
Poole Town had replaced Llanelly in the League 
but could only finish mid-table. Gravesend 
actually had to win their two games in hand to 
take the title and did so, 3-1 in both matches. The 
once great Mrthyr Tydfil side finished rock 
bottom, nine points adrift of =y other side, 

Cheltenham robbed Gravesend and Northfleet 
of the double by taking out the Cup final 4-1 on 
aggregate, 

Hearts won out in Division One in Scotland, 
finishing 13 points clear of Rangers in second, and 
16 points clear of third-placed Celtic. The 
Edinburgh team scored 132 goals in 34 games 
(conceding only 29). At the bottom of the division 
last placed Queen of the South scored only 41 and 
conceded 114, while East Fife were also relegated. 

Stirling Albion were champions of Division 
Two with Dunfermline Athletic also winning 
promotion, At the bottom Berwick Rangers could 
‘only manage five wins and 15 points in total, 

‘The League Cup Final saw an ‘Old Firm’ derby 
game once more. This was to be one of the more 
famous games as Rangers scored one goal 
compared to Celtic’s seven. The blue part of 
Glasgow really had the blues as Celtic really gave 
it to them, and what is worse in a Cup final! 

Celtic scored another seven (this time against 
Stirling Albion) in the second round of the 
Scottish FA Cup but were bundled out by Clyde, 
at Parkhead, in the next round. Clyde made it all 
the way to the final, overcoming Motherwell in 
the semi-final stage, Hibs defeated Rangers 2-1 
after their first semi-final clash ended 2-2. At 
Hampden Park in the Final it was Clyde who were 
yictors with a 1-0 win. For the second time in 
four seasons Clyde had taken home the Scottish 
FA Cup. 
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DIVISION THREE NORTH 


Scunthorpe U 66, Accrington S 59, Bradford C 57, Bury 56, 
||Hull C 53, Mansfield T 52, Halifax T 51, Chesterfield 51, 
Stockport Co 47, Rochdale 46, Tranmere R 46, Wrexham 45, 
York C 46, Gateshead 45, Oldham A 45, Carlisle U 44, 
lHartlepools U 44, Barrow 41, Workington 41, Darlington 41, 
|Chester 39, Bradford 37, Southport 28, Crewe A 23. 


Brighton & HA 60, Brentford 58, Plymouth A 58, Swindon| 
T 57, Reading 55, Southampton 54, Southen U 54, Southend U} 
54, Norwich C 53, Bournemouth 51, QPR 50, Newport Co 48, 
Colchester U 47, Northampton T 44, Crystal P 43, Port Vale 42, 
Watford 42, Shrewsbury T 40, Aldershot 40, Coventry C 39, 
Walsall 37, Torquay U 35, Gillingham 35, Millwall 31, Exeter| 
City 31. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Gravesend & Northfleet 59, Bedford Town 57, Chelmsford) 
City 57, Weymouth 55, Worcester City 53, Cheltenham Town| 
52, Hereford United 48, Kettering Town 45, Headington United| 
43, Poole Town 43,Hastings United 41, Gloucester City 41, 
Yheovil Town 41, Dartford 37, Lovells Athletic 36, Bath City| 
45, Guildford City 34, Tonbridge 33, Exeter City (Res) 32, 
Barry Town 31, Kidderminster Harriers 30, Merthyr Tydfil 21. 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION A 

PWDULFA Pts 
Hearts 3429 4 1 13229 62 
Rangers 3422 5 7 89 49 49 
Celtic 34:19 8 7 84 47 46 
Clyde 34 18 6 10 84 61 42 
Kilmarnock 34.14 9 1 60 55 37 
Patrick T 34.173 14 69 71 37 
Raith R 34:14. 7 13 66 56 35 
Motherwell 34.12 8 14 68 67 32 
Hibernian 3413.5 16 59 60 31 
Falkirk 3411 9 14 64 82 31 
Dundee 34.135 16 49 65 31 
Aberdeen 34 14 2 18 68 76 30 
St Mirren 3411 8 15 59 66 30 
T Lanark 3413 4 17 69 88 30 
Queen of South 34:12 5 17 61 72 29 
Airdrie 34132 «19 71 92 28 
East Fife 34.10 3 21 45 88 23 
Queen's Park 34.4 1 29 41 114 9 

DIVISION B 

PWDULF A Pts 
Stirling A 36.25 5 6 105 48 55 
Dunfermline A 3624 5 7 12042 53 
Arbroath 36:21 5, 10, 8907247) 
Dumbarton 36.20 4 12 92 57 44 
Ayr U. 36.18 6 12 98 81 42 
Cowdenbeath 36.17 8 11 10085 42 
Brechin C 36 16 8 12 80 81 40 
Alloa 36.15 9 12 88 78 39 
Dundee U 3612 9 15 81 77 33 
Hamilton A 3612 9 15 70 79 33 
St Johnstone 3612 9 15 67 85 33 
Forfar A 3613 6 17 70 71 32 
Morton 36.12 8 16 77 83 32 
Montrose 3613 6 17 55 72 32 
E Stirling 3612 5 19 55 79 29 
Stenhousemuir 3612 5 19 68 98 29 
Albion R 3612 5 19 53 79 29 
Stranraer 36.9 7 20 54 8 25 
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Compiled by Micky Brock 
JOKE ON VILLA 


Ht jee Gregory, Aston Villa’s new man- 
ager, has arrived with an authoritari- 
an reputation. If players at Villa Park 
cannot discipline themselves, then disci- 
pline will be thrust upon them by the 
raw-boned toughie, 

It is strange, then, that Gregory’s first 
moye has been to appoint Steve Harrison as 
first-team coach. 

Harrison has an outstanding record as a 
football tutor but a misplaced sense of 
humour that classes him as a buffoon. He 
has been described as the Max Wall of foot- 
ball, which, one suspects, he regards as the 
ultimate compliment, 

‘The coach, much travelled, much respect- 
ed by his peers, seems to think he is in the 
world to make people laugh. His tomfoolery 
has already cost him a couple of jobs, one as 
Millwall’s coach, from which he was 
sacked, and the other as coach to Graham 
Taylor's England, from which he was pres- 
sured into resigning. 

Harrison's conduct was described at the 
time by a Millwall official as *too revolting 
for words’, It was a slapstick performance, a 
balancing act involving stools, that didn’t 
raise a titter, 

He got the old heave-ho from Millwall 
chairman Reg Burr and a few days later quit 
as England coach, with Peter Swales, then 
chairman of the FA’s International 
Committee, saying that Harrison had done 
the right thing. 

There have been other embarrassing per- 
formances, like the occasion England's 
squad arrived at Wellington Airport and 
Harrison, then Graham Taylor's sidekick, 
made a grand entrance via the chute feeding 
the baggage carousel. 

He spent five minutes in the foetal posi- 
tion, rolling round with the bags, watched 
by the England players, four august repre- 
sentatives of the Football Association 
Council and some bewildered New 
Zealanders, 

We know where Steve's sense of humour 
comes from, 

His dad was a stand-up comedian on the 
Northern club circuit and the house was full 
of fun. Plastic fried eggs for breakfast, prob- 
ably the odd plastic turd on the living room 
carpet. Even now, in his mid-forties, 
Harrison goes back to Blackpool every sum- 
mer to stock up at the joke shops, He’s even 
said that when football no longer wants him, 
he'll retire to the seafront. 

Gregory has explained why the daft lad 
got the job. Harrison will be tremendous on 
the training ground, he says, and will put a 
smile on the faces of people. 

Of course he will, He'll have Stan 
Collymore and the other lads rolling round 
the touch-line, guffawing and holding their 
bellies. 

Hopefully he has finally learned the 
importance of timing and taste. If not, he'll 
finish up selling candy floss, toffee apples 
and lollipops on the Golden Mile. 


BLADES CHAIRMAN 
Quits 


‘ichael McDonald has resigned as 
Sheffield United chairman. 
McDonald, who has also quit his post as 
a Blades director, was criticised by fans 
after coach Nigel Spackman left because of 
the lack of ambition at the club, 
He promised he would quit if supporters 
blamed him for Spackman’s departure, and 
he has carried out his threat. 


COLLYMORE 
RACIST ROW 


the Football Association may launch 

their own independent inquiry into 
the Stan Collymore racism row, even if 
the striker does not make an official eom- 
plaint. 


‘The Aston Villa star has accused former 
Liverpool team-mate Steve Harkness of 
racially abusing him during the explosive 
clash between the two sides, which Villa 
won 2-1 thanks to two Collymore goals. 

Liverpool revealed yesterday that they 
would be holding their own internal inquiry 
into the matter and the FA said today that 
they could also investigate the case. 

‘An FA spokesman said: “That is always a 
possibility and it’s something we're moni- 
toring. It’s certainly in our powers to do so.” 

Collymore was booked during the game 
and had several confrontations with visiting 
players, and after the match he alleged 
Harkness had hurled racist abuse at him. 

‘There are also reports that the Liverpool 
defender tried to force his way into the Villa 
dressing room after the match to continue 
the row before being manhandled outside, 

Referee Graham Poll said Collymore had 
told him what had happened but he himself 
had not heard anything and would not men- 
tion it in his report, 

And the FA spokesman added: “We've 
had no complaint from Aston Villa or from 
Stan Collymore and there’s nothing in the 
referee's report, 

“There are normal channels that the club 
and Stan can go down. If they wish to do so, 
we would it as a matter of priority and look 
into it very closely. Racism is something 
that we do want removing from our game, 
so any allegations of racism have to be 
taken seriously.” 


FOOTBALL CLUS 


‘LE TISS’ TO UTD? 


louthampton have denied that Matt Le 
Tissier will join Man United. Saints 
chairman Rupert Lowe refuted claims 
that the England man is set to move to 
Old Trafford in a $5 million deal. 

It was reported that the 29-year-old 
Channel Islander is a target for Alex 
Ferguson and is being offered for sale by 
Saints. 


Matt Le Tissier 


But Lowe said Southampton have no 
plans to sell Le Tissier — and have heard 
nothing from United. 

“It’s total nonsense, There is nothing in 
this whatsoever,” said Jones. 


WEMBLEY 
THREATENED 


T future of Wembley as the site of 
England’s new national stadium is in 
doubt. 

It is understood the Football Association 
is ready to quit the $500 million project in 
favour of building their own super-stadium 
ona site at Kings Cross. 

This sensational development remained 
unresolved following an urgent meeting 
between officials of the English National 
Stadium Trust, the English Sports Council 
and the FA. 


The redevelopment of Wembley Stadium 
into a venue capable of hosting the World 
Cup in 2006, and the summer Olympic 
Games in 2008 or 2012, was to have been 
funded by a lottery grant of $250m, plus 
financial guarantees from football. 

Without the FA, however, the govern- 
ment-backed plan to rebuild Wembley will 
have to be ditched. That would wreck any 
hopes of bringing the Olympics back to 
London for the first time since 1948, 

Indeed, if the national stadium initiative 
falls through, Wembley’s days could be 
numbered, unless ongoing talks with 
Arsenal result in the Premiership club buy- 
ing into the site and moving there from 
Highbury. 

Arsenal, looking for an altemative venue 
if controversial plans to expand Highbury 
are rejected by Islington Council, have also 
expressed interest in a Kings Cross site 
which has already been earmarked for rede- 
velopment, 

But the FA is ready to move in with jts 
own plans for an 80,000-seat stadium near 
to the railway station devoted exclusively to 
football. 

‘The FA's concer over the provision of 
an athletics track at a rebuilt Wembley is 
understood to be one of the primary reasons 
behind their dissatisfaction with proposals 
to transform the self-appointed ‘Venue of 
Legends’ into « world-class stadium. 

It is known that the football authorities 
are frustrated by the relatively small part 
they are being allowed to play in the 
Wembley scheme, 

‘There is a March 31 deadline for a deal to 
be concluded over the transfer of Wembley 
Stadium from Wembley ple to the English 
National Stadium Trust. Protracted negotia- 
tions over that contract are now in a state of 
crisis. 


UNITED ARE 
FAVOURITE 


ookmakers William Hill installed 
Manchester United as 2-1 favourites 
to win the European Cup after the 
English champions drew the first leg of 
their quarter-final tie 0-0 at Monaco. 
Before Wednesday's matches (full details 
on page 22) United were ranked as 9-4 joint 
favourites with Juventus, who are now 


ranked at 10-3 joint second-favourites 
together with Real Madrid. 

Juventus were held to a 1-1 home draw 
by Dynamo Kiev while Madrid drew 1-1 at 
Germany's Bayer Leverkusen. 

Bayern Munich are rated at 8-1 after they 
drew 0-0 at home with holders Borussia 
Dortmund, Borussia are now ranked at 9-1 
to retain their trophy, the same odds offered 
on Kiev. 

Monaco are priced at 20-1 and Bayer 
Leverkusen the 28-1 outsiders. 


$2500 TICKETS 


iickets for this summer’s World Cup 

Final at the Stade de France in Paris 
are being offered for sale by London tick- 
et agencies at $2500 each, 

Trading standards officers _ in 
Westminster were offered tickets with a face 
value of $90 for the Final on 12 July at an 
astonishing 3,000% mark up by a West End 
agent, who now faces prosecution. 

The offer was made, even though tickets 
for France 98 are not being printed until 
May. 


Gordon Powell, of Westminster trading 
standards, said: “No-one has received any- 
thing more than the promise that a ticket 
will be supplied nearer the time. Anyone 
handing over money to a tout now has 
absolutely no guarantee their ticket will 
materialise. 

“Buyers could hand over big money now 
and find that the agent has just disap- 


England fans face a virtually impossible 
task to get to matches, The Football 
Association has been allocated around 3,000 
tickets for each of England’s three group 
games. 

Anyone looking for tickets from an offi- 
cial source must then opt for hospitality 
packages at a huge mark-up, or risk doing 
business with the touts, 

Westminster council's officers have sym- 
pathy for genuine fans but advise that, apart 
from the risk of handing over money for a 
ticket which may not materialise, French 
authorities will refuse entry to anyone 
unable to prove their ticket was originally 
issued to them. 

Touts are believed to have been pledged 
tickets from a number of national football 
associations as well as from sources in 
France. 

“The obvious concern is that this could 
ruin any attempts at segregation,” added 
Powell. 


MCALLISTER OUT 


icotland captain Gary McAllister has 
been ruled out of this summer’s 
World Cup because of a knee injury, 

The 33-year-old Coventry midfielder 
limped out of a reserve game with a recur- 
rence of the problem that has sidelined him 
for the last three months, 

Coventry manager Gordon Strachan 
revealed that McAllister had damaged a.cru- 
ciate ligament when he injured his cartilage 
in December, but had hoped to make it 
through to France 98 without further 
surgery 

Those hopes have now been dashed and 
Mcallister could be out of action for up to 
eight months. 

‘Strachan said: “We knew about the prob- 
jem when they did the operation but the 
medical people said he had a one in ten 
chance of coming back by building up the 


muscles around the knee. 

“Tt was a hope and he was desperate to 
play in the World Cup. He felt he had to 
take the one in ten chance and we were in 
favour of that. 

“Our physio George Dalton gave us all 
the effort and Gary has worked extremely 
hard but in a way he was training on a time 
bomb. 


“He knew at the back of his mind how 
slim the chances were and now knows the 
World Cup is out but he wants to get back. 

“The disappointing thing is that the team 
has been doing so well and playing with so 
much confidence, Gary would have enjoyed 
playing in the team at the moment. He will 
still get the chance, of course, but not now.” 

McAllister was clearly distressed when 
he limped off after 48 minutes of the reserve 
game against Notts County at Highfield 
Road. The match finished in a goalless 
draw. 


BROWN READY TO 
SIGN 


cotland boss Craig Brown is poised to 

sign a new four-year deal, Brown was 
offered a new contract after an Scottish 
FA council meeting in Glasgow as his 
current agreement expires after the 
World Cup. 

Scottish FA president Jack McGinn 
described negotiations as nearing comple- 
tion and paid tribute to the way Brown has 
taken to the job since his appointment in 
November 1993. 


“Craig has said himself he wants to con- 
tinue and I would say the situation is all but 
finalised,” said McGinn. 

“It ig now really just a case of crossing 
the Ts and dotting the Is and the contract 
will be resolved. 

“The aim is to go into the World Cup 
with all these things out of the way so we 
can focus on the main event in France.” 

McGinn stressed Brown will continue in 
his double role as technical director of the 
SFA and said: “1 think he would say running 
the technical department is his most impor- 
tant job. It really is a full-time role in itself. 

“We want him to stay to provide continu- 
ity in both positions, we have never had rea- 
son to doubt his appointment for a 


UK CLUBS IN 
EUROPEAN 
COMPETITION, 


FOR FULL 
_DETAILS TURN 
TO PAGE 22 
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Madrid face a heavy 
fine after their fans’ which we usually receive two or 
issile-throwing. Aston _ three days after a match. 
Villa goalkeeper Mark Bosnich “The matter will then go to a 
was pelted by missiles from the disciplinary panel and Atletico 
Spanish crowd during the UEFA Madrid will be fined if it is shown 
Cup tie. missiles have been thrown from the 
The Australian international was crowd.” 
hit by batteries and cigarette lighters Bosnich was more annoyed about 
during the warm-up for the quarter- the fact he was shown the yellow 
final first-leg clash. card for time-wasting, a charge he 
‘The barrage continued in the strongly denies: “I got hit by a 
first-half, although the referee couple of batteries in the warm-up, 
waved away Bosnich’s protests and 


jour draws left the European __ to suffer from calf problems. 
Cup quarter-finals finely Monaco coach Jean Tigana 
balanced for the return legs —_ suggested that despite the blank, his In Italy Kiev soaked up 
iater this month. team’s chances had improved as a__ tremendous early pressure in their 
‘Man Utd came away with a 0-0 result: “Before the game I thoughfit 1-1 draw against Juventus, and 
| draw from Monaco, as did Bayern was 55-45 in United’s favour. But — shocked the Italians when they went 
Munich and Borussia Dortmund. now it's 50-50. United were clear in the 57th minute through 
* Juyentus settled for a 1-1 draw with compact and organised and I wasn’t Andrei Gusin. 
Dynamo Kiev, and visiting Real surprised at the way they played at Juve hit back in the 70th minute 
Madrid salavaged a 1-1 draw at all. But away from home, on a through striker Filippo Inzaghi but 
Bayer Leverkusen. better pitch, we should be able to manager Marcello Lippi admitted 
Much had been expected of Alex create more chances. We always that team morale had suffered a 
Ferguson’s side who, although feel we play better away from home blow. 
without Ryan Giggs, Gary Pallister where we can use our pace. 1am “There's regret and 


and Roy Keane, were keen to keep confident about the return.” disappointment in the dressing | then booked the keeper for time- | Ajax 1 
up their record of never having lost Defending champions Borussia rooms because the team know they } wasting. Arveladze 57 
toa French club, Dortmund escaped with a 0-0 draw didn’t deserve this result,” he said. UEFA confirmed that an is : 

Scotland midfielder John Collins against rivals Bayern Munich, “They played, they fought, they | investigation would be launched if Atletico Madrid 1 

_ Was back from a foot injury for whose president Franz Beckenbauer created a lot of chances. Apart from | the matter was raised in the Vieri 42p 

Monaco, while Franck Dumas was was clearly happy the score had the goal, they (Kiev) didn’t have a } referee's report or that of their own Inter Milan 1 
in aftera knee problem. But David been 0-0. single shot on target, not one. They | match observer. Ronaldo 16 
Trezeguet, second top scorer in Bayern unleashed a bevy of shots really didn’t do anything to deserve | A spokeswoman said: “We will | Lazio 1 
France, was still sidelined by a knee on the Dortmund goal but failed to Casiraghi 64 


that goal.” take action if the problem is 
problem, score, and strikers Carsten Jancker - 8 = 
United’s travelling support and Giovanne Elber both 
drowned out their Monaco — squandered several opportunities. 
counterparts for virtually the entire Meanwhile Spanish champions 
match but eight of the English side’s. Real Madrid set themselves up with 
players suffered injuries. a 1-1 away draw against Leverkusen 
United manager Alex Ferguson —Germany’s third team in the 
had no doubts what was responsible quarter-finals. 
and blasted the Stade Louis Il pitch. The visitors got a shock though 


icenza virtually sealed Lamberto Zauli. line to nod it home from six inches, 
their place in the Cup Vicenza, unrecognisable from the Ten minutes later Marco 
Winners Cup semi-finals recent league form in which they  Schenardi floated in a free-kick 
after sweeping to a 4-1 away have lost eight and drawn two of __ from the left and Belotti rose for a 


3 is eG victory over Roda Kerkrade. their last 12 matches, were in front header which Delwarte parried, but 
ae ay See aia Pals naaroeeamttes Vicenza headed three goals in the after an 18th minute corner from the then let slip beneath his right glove. 
Hany GEG? STEGER © Bode Mgper afc 18 wie first-half, two from Pasquale Luiso left. Luiso bagged his sixth of the 

id 1, ‘ and one from Davide Belotti, as Massimo Ambrosini got to the — tournament in the 39th minute, but 


ft was really hard to play on _Beinlich’s free-kick on goal was 
which made the ball bounce really at first shielded by the Madrid wall 
badly and our players just aren’t but he got a second crack and used 
used to that sort of pitch.” it to dupe Iigner with a low shot to 
Denis Irwin, Teddy Sheringham, the right which slipped through the 
David Beckham and Gary Neville goalkeeper's fingers, Real's French 


Roda’s ramshackle defence ball first, heading it up and over the it was created out of nothing by 

collapsed and their goalkeeper hada stranded Belgian goalkeeper  Zauli. 

night he will want to forget. Gregory Delwarte, and Luiso The midfielder won possession 
Umguayan Marcelo Otero added outjumped two defenders on the _ on the left side of the penalty area, 

the Italians’ fourth goal in the 66th 


; 4 sti minute and although Belgian Lokomotiv Mt 
were among the Manchester players international Christian Karembeu substitute Bob Peetersipalledione ae ae iv Moscow 
AS Monaco Manchester Utd back for Roda, the second-leg Flo 8,12 


Bayer Leverkusen Real Madrid should be a formality. . Vicenza 
Beinlich 17 Karembeu 73 Roda offered plenty of physical Luiso 17,39 
power and commitment, but they Belotti 29 
Bayern Munich Borussia Dortmund were shredded by the Italians’ sheer Otero 68 
Juventus 1 Dynamo Kiev class and ball control, personified in Stuttgart 
Inzaghi 70 Gusin 56 their gifted 26-year-old playmaker Poschner 51 


hich wasn’t a problem, but during 
the game I wanted to make the 
referee aware that I was getting 
pelted with cigarette lighters, It has 
happened to me before and it wasn’t 
that bad. But when the referee 
showed me a yellow card for 
supposedly time-Wasting I thought it 
was a bit harsh. To book me 
virtually gave the crowd 
encouragement to throw more 
things.” 


Spartak Moscow 3 
Shirko 26,52 
Ketchinoy 84 
Aston Villa 0 
Schalke O4 0 
Auxerre 0 


looked up for a split-second and 
picked out the head of Luiso with 
an inch-perfect cross, 

Delwarte and two defenders 
rushed across the goal but Luiso 
flatfooted them by sending his 
angled header into the net, 

And to finish off, Domenico Di 
Carlo fed the ball through in 
midfield, Zauli surged towards the 
Dutch area and unleased a 20-yard 
shot which Delwaste could only 
block with his chest, allowing the 
ball to bounce straight to the 
unmarked Otero, who crashed it 
into an empty net. 

Peeters headed in a consolation 
for the Dutch side in the 73rd 
minute, but it is hard to see them, 
scoring another three, and keep a 
clean sheet, in the return fixture in 
Italy. 


A 


OPTUS 
VISION 


(Optus Vision) 
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AFRICAN NATIONS 
CuP 


Gouamene failed to conjure up a repeat of 
the 1992 final when his saves in a tense 
penalty shoot-out against Ghana brought 
Ivory Coast the trophy. This time, Egypt 
eliminated Ivory Coast on penalties. 
Morocco’s captain and stalwart in 


outh African striker Benedict 

McCarthy set alight the 21st African 
Nations’ Cup in Burkina Faso with a 
clutch of goals that restored the flagging 
fortunes of the outgoing champions, 

‘The 20-year-old Ajax star, who put four 
goals past Namibia to join an elite club of 
African marksmen, gave the ‘Bafana 
Bafana’ (The Boys) a timely boost ahead of 
their first World Cup appearance in France 
in June, 

But solid, and in some cases sparkling, 
performances from some of Africa’s veter- 
ans, principally Egypt's prolific striker 
‘Hossam Hassan helped to underline that raw 
talent and youthful enthusiasm are not 
everything, 

For one distinguished veteran, 
Cameroon's 1990 World Cup hero Roger 
Milla, many of the youngsters coming 
through the ranks today want too much too 
soon, 

“There is less talent around today 
because I think those with talent don’t want 
to put in the work,” he said in an interview. 
“They want to be stars immediately and 
they forget that to be a star you must show 
application.” 

Milla, himself a striker, is full of praise 
for McCarthy who emerged in the U/20 
World Cup in Malaysia last year, 

“He is the star (of the Nations’ Cup). He 
does not play in a complicated way. He is 
showing how a modern centre forward 
should develop.” 

Other rising stars caught the eye of Milla 
and other pundits during this year’s Nations’ 
Cup, though they shone more briefly. 

Cameroon's Pierre Wome Nlend, already 
playing his second Nations’ Cup at 18, and 
defender Rigobert Song, 21, crashed out in 
the quarter-finals as did Ivory Coast's 
Tbrahima Bakayoko, 21, and Saliou Lassissi, 
19. zi ; 


Ghana's Peter Ofori-Quaye, 17, had an 
earlier exit when four-time champion 
Ghana, the most successful team in the com- 
petition’s history, failed to get beyond the 
qualifying group. 

Namibia’s Eliphas Shivuti and Robert 
Nauseb, both 23, and Johannes Hindjou, 18, 
suffered the same fate, although their team 
had fewer expectations than Ghana and 
were far from disgraced. 

But unlike in early Nations’ Cups, when 
the younger players were still based in 
Africa, most of the young talent has already 
been snapped up by richer clubs from else- 
where. 

Wome, a left-sided utility player who 
scored with an exquisite free-kick against 
Guinea, has a contract with Italy's Vicenza 
but plays for Lucchese in the same coun- 
try's second division. Song plays for French 
championship contenders Metz. 

Ofori-Quaye, another striker, plays for 
Greek side Olympiakos, sweeper Lassissi 
plays for French side Rennes and striker 
Bakayoko, who scored two goals against 
Burkina Faso, plays for Montpelier. 

Shivuti, who scored two, plays for 
Motherwell in Scotland. 

Among the goalkeepers, Burkina Faso’s 
Tbrahima Diarra, 27, whose name means 
lion, stood out, before he and the rest of the 
team let slip a three-goal lead to lose the 
third-place play-off on penalties to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. “If his team 
reached the semi-final it was thanks to him,” 
Milla said. 

As new faces emerge, others quit the 
international scene. 

Ghana’s Abedi Pele, 33, and Zambia's 
Kalusha Bwalya, 34, bowed out of interna- 
tional competition at this year's Nations’ 
Cup, after polished performances. 

Egypt’s Hassan, 31, scored seven goals 
going into the final. Ivory Coast’s Joel 
Tichi, 33, scored four before his team were 
eliminated but 31-year-old goalkeeper Alain 


defence, Noureddine Naybet, put in a solid 
performance and next appears in France in 
the World Cup. 

Egypt's Hassan will miss out on France 
but despite his age still has his sights on an 
appearance in 2002. 

“[ love playing football, I love winning. I 
think I am fit enough to go on for a long 
time, There will be players in France who 
are in their mid-30s such as Carlos 
Valderrama, Age is not important as long as 
you are fit enough.”” 


SONO CALLS ITA 
DAY 


jouth Africa’s caretaker coach Jomo 

Sono called it a day after the World 
Cup qualifiers lost their African Nations’ 
Cup title to Egypt in the Final. 

“I’m finished now,” Sono replied when 
asked if he would help prepare the ‘Bafana 
Bafana’ for their first World Cup appear- 
ance, “I’m glad I have done my part.” 

Sono, who hands over to French coach 
Philippe Troussier on Sunday, said he had 
brought new blood into the team that won 
the Nations’ Cup at its first attempt in 1996, 

“Most of the youth that I have introduced 
have done well. At least now when 
Troussier takes over he can work with these 
kids,” he added, 

“T have given him players who can play 
in their positions.” 

Those players include Benedict 
McCarthy, 20, the tournament’s top goal 
scorer with Egypt's veteran striker Hossam 
Hassan (and the man voted the tournament's 
best player by a panel of Confederation of 
African Football technical experts). 

Sono steered Nigeria to this year's World 
Cup Finals before being sacked for his trou- 
ble. He has previously coached Ivory Coast 
and ASEC, one of the leading clubs there, 
and in Morocco and South Africa. 

His career suffered from South Africa’s 
isolation from world sport under apartheid, 
and he has emerged as one of the leading 
personalities in South African soccer, 

Critics questioned his appointment as 
caretaker coach when 1996 Nations’ Cup 
winning coach Clive Barker quit after a 
string of poor results. 

“All I needed was to prove the critics 
wrong which | did,” Sono, dubbed the Black 
Prince, said after South Africa reached the 
final again. 

Philosophical after the 2-0 defeat, he paid 
tribute to Egypt. “We lost fair and square, 
They played well. They were very good 
defensively, very disciplined, very well 
organised at the back.” 

South Africa had a string of poor results 
going into the competition, Clutching the 
runners-up trophy, Sono said that his team’s 
performance in Burkina Faso had vindicated 
him. 

“I was not given a chance of reaching the 
final. I reached the final. I'm happy,” he 
said, 

Sono, who played as striker well into his 
30s, comes from a footballing family. He 
played in the North American Soccer 
League in the 1970s before founding Jomo 
Cosmos, his own premier league team back 
home. 

Troussier, who guided hosts and no-hop- 
ers Burkina Faso to the semi-finals of the 
Nations’ Cup, has a reputation for wanting 
to stamp his own mark on a team. 

Intolerant of interference, his career has 
been littered with clashes with club and 
national officials which sometimes has led 
to sackings, 

Nigeria, Olympic gold medallists and 
widely regarded as Africa's main hope in 
France, were banned from the Nations Cup 
Finals for refusing to travel to South Africa 
in 1996 as part of a diplomatic dispute. 


EGYPT WIN THE 
CUP 


igypt won the African Nations’ Cup 
ith two early goals, beating defend- 
ing champions South Africa 2-0 for a 
record-equalling fourth title, 
Ahmed Hassan struck after just five min- 
utes and Tarek Mostafa scored eight min- 
utes later after a quickly taken free-kick. 


ing a point-blank shot from Ahmed Hassan 
and then from Hossam Hassan. 

The much-awaited struggle between 
Hossam Hassan and South African striker 
Benedict McCarthy to settle the issue of the 
tournament's leading goalscorer proved a 
disappointment with both players being 
marked out of the game. They tied with 
seven goals apiece. 

McCarthy, the 21-year-old who recently 
signed for Ajax Amsterdam, said after the 


A dreadful goalkeeping error by Ibrahima 
Diarra turned the tide and allowed Congo to 
score three times in the final minutes. 

His opposite number, Nkueni Mayala, 
turned hero in the post-match shoot-out with 
two saves that set the seal on an amazing 
performance. 

“I cannot comprehend how we lost this. It 
is a big lesson for my players,” said the 
Burkina coach Philippe Troussier, in charge 
of his last match before taking over as coach 


Emerging Soccer nation South Africa, seen here trying to cope with Stan Lazaridis. 


The two goals effectively killed the tour- 
nament’s showpiece as Egypt's defence 
competently held out against an impotent 
South Africa attack. 

Egypt last won the trophy 12 years ago, 
but their victory on Saturday saw them 
equal Ghana’s record of four tournament tri- 
umphs. 

“We lost fair and square,” said Jomo 
Sono, coach of the World Cup qualifiers 
South Africa. 

“T was given no chance of reaching the 
final. I reached the final. I'm happy, I’m fin- 
ished now. I have done my part.” 

He now hands over the team to 
Frenchman Philippe Troussier who coached 
Burkino Faso through this competition but 
will guide South Africa's fortunes in their 
first World Cup Finals in France. 

Egyptian coach Mahmoud el-Gohari 
became the first person to win the conti- 
nent’s top trophy as both a player and 
coach. Al-Gohari, 60, was in Egypt’s win- 
ning team in 1959 when he was leading 
goalscorer. 

“This was very important for Egypt after 
we failed to reach France,” said defender 
Hany Ramzy, one of the stars of the 
Egyptian team. 

“After we took a two-goal lead, it was 
easier than I had imagined. We had a lot of 
confidence and I don’t think South Africa 
played very well today.” 

Egypt’s strong defensive organisation 
and quick-fire counter attacks always had 
South Africa on the backfoot, but much of 
the game was played at half-pace in the 
searing heat. 

‘A quick build-up in the midfield with 
Ramzy and Hazem Imam set up Hassan for 
the first goal. He was allowed to run at the 
defence, with the South Africans backing 
off, and his shot took a deflection off the 
shoulder of Mark Fish to beat goalkeeper 
Brian Baloyi. 

South Africa’s defence was caught nap- 
ping again in the 13th minute when a free- 
kick by Ramzy saw captain Hossam Hassan 
feed the ball for Mostafa to strike home 
from a tight angle. 

There might have been two more goals 
for Egypt before half-time with Baloyi sav- 
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match: “I was a little tense, a little bit ner- 
vous but at the end of the day I’m not disap- 
pointed. We got to the Final, we played our 
best.” 

South Africa’s best effort came in the sec- 
ond-half when John Moshoeu hit the upright 
with a shot from the edge of the penalty area, 
but the team's shooting and passing were off 
target for much of the game, 

South Africa were seeking to become only 
the third team, and the first since Ghana in 
1965, to successfully retain the trophy. 


CONGO GET 
BRONZE 


he Democratic Republic of Congo 

scored three goals in the final three 
minutes to snatch the bronze medal from 
hosts Burkina Faso in an extraordinary 
African Nations’ Cup third place play-off 
match, 

‘The Congolese came from 1-4 down with 
just four minutes left to level the game and 
then win 4-1 in a penalty shoot-out. No 
extra-time was played, 

It was a miraculous recovery by the 
Congolese after Burkina Faso looked to be 
coasting their way victory. 

‘The hosts led by 3-0 with just 15 minutes 
to go and were 4-1 up in the 86th minute, 
only to throw away the lead and allow the 
Congolese to snatch third place. 


of World Cup finalists South Africa this 
week, 

Burkina Faso were in the lead early 
through 17-year-old Alassane Ouedraogo, 
who beat the goalkeeper to a square cross to 
score after just six minutes. 

Oumar Barro and Sidi Napon scored 
within four minutes of each other in the sec- 
ond-half, both with rasping shots from the 
edge of the penalty area, 

The Congolese never looked likely to 
stage a comeback, even after substitute 
defender Lokenge Mungongo stole forward 
to pull one back in the 76th minute, 

And, Burkina Faso’s dominance was con- 
firmed when Seydou Traore’s quick burst of 
pace set up a 4-1 lead, with defender 
Tbrahima Talle applying the final touch. 

But then Diarra dropped a harmless cross 
and allowed Banza Kasongo to reply 
straight from the kick-off. 

A minute later, Mbuilua Tondelua scored 
his fourth goal of the tournament in a goal- 
mouth scramble and with injury-time loom- 
ing, Mungongo rose at the near post to head 
home Emeka Mamale’s cross for the 
equaliser. 

The comeback left the 20,000-strong 
crowd in deathly silence with only the 
Congolese celebrating after easing through 
the penalty shoot-out, 

“What can I say, there’s nothing I can 
say,” said Congolese coach Louis Watunda 
afterwards, “I'm speechless.” 
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